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REVVING 
UP

with Milton
By: Milton Karahadian

MCSD President

Serving Others Is Rewarding

I left the hospital after my Dad died 
in 1978; I was 18. Ever since then, I have 
never liked going to hospitals.

These last two months, I had the op-
portunity to visit two of my friends in the 
hospital. My car buddy Gerry, who drives 
a 1970 Ford Ranchero with a 428 built by 
J Bittle and his JBA Speed Shop, lives 
down the street. We are very close, going 
to car shows together and apart from that 
,we are good friends. Gerry started having 
blurred vision. He fell in the bathroom 
and in his front yard. He was rushed to 
UCSD Medical Center, where he was 
diagnosed with lymphoma. He was ad-
mitted to the bone marrow unit and was 
receiving chemo to kill the cancer cells. 
By the way, cancer treatment has really 
progressed so now they can target the 
specific cancer cells without damaging 
other good cells.

As a minister, hospital visits are what 
we do to comfort and pray for the sick. I 
found Gerry in the hospital on the sixth 
floor, plugged into all different machines 
and drip bags. He was a little lethargic, to 
be expected, but lucid. We talked about 
his health prognosis and the treatment for 
a bit, and then we moved onto his family 
and what he was planning to do after he 
got out. He wanted to get back to his car 
and fixing his adventure motorcycle.

We chatted for a little more while 
being interrupted by hospital caregivers. 
The care he received there was excellent, 
and the staff was kind and considerate. 
I needed to get back to work, so I asked 
Gerry if I could pray for him, and he 
agreed. Then we said our goodbyes, and 
as I walked down the hall, I knew I had 
done good work, even though I didn’t feel 
like it. 

A few days later, I learned our Joe 
(Bourdage) was in the hospital. He had 

missed the meeting in January with back 
pain, and I didn’t really know what was 
happening. I tried to text him and got no 
response, which was very uncharacteristic 
of him. A day later, Bob Gough texted me 
the situation, including Joe’s room and 
phone number since Joe was not allowed 
to have a cellphone. I called, and we 
talked for a few minutes, and I made ar-
rangements to go see him the next day.

When I walked in the room, Joe was 
in good spirits and just like himself. I’m 
not sure if the drugs were talking after 
major back surgery that involved putting 
rods and pins in his spine, but he seemed 
all good and just like himself.

Again we talked about his prognosis, 
and then the conversation turned right to 
cars. I had questions about changing the 
rear-end ratio in the Jeep to get better gas 
mileage on the freeway, and he gave me 
advice about changing the front driveshaft 
and lifting the Jeep 2.5 inches to get bet-
ter clearance while off road. He even drew 
pictures on a napkin. At the end of our 
visit, I asked if I could pray for him and 
his recovery. He agreed, and I walked out 
of the room feeling again like I had done 
good work.  

Each time I entered the hospital, that 
haunting memory of my Dad would come 
over me. As I powered through that feel-

ing, I left the hospital knowing I had done 
the right thing and not let the past control 
the future, especially when it comes to 
caring for people.  We all can power 
through and care for people.

We have a strong club, and I have 
seen how members care for each other 
multiple times, and I am so proud of all 
you who support each other. If it wasn’t 
for Gerry’s and Joe’s love for cars, we 
would have never been brought together 
during a tough time, and an opportunity 
to love one another would have never hap-
pened. 

We have been given the opportunity 
to help the DePauw family with their 
Dart. It was their Dad’s, who had started 
its restoration before he died a few months 
ago. They have asked us to help them 
complete that project, in his memory. 
Several of you have signed up or have 
shown interest in helping with the build. 
Jonathan is heading up the project and 
is preparing a time to go there to assess 
the parts already in hand so we can get 
started. Please see him to get involved. If 
you don’t like going to hospitals, then you 
can love on others this way.

Lastly, I am still looking for a person 
or persons to head up our 30th Anniver-
sary celebration. There are many club 
members willing to help; they just need 

leaders. If you are willing to 
step out and potentially conquer 
your fears to lead, let one of 
our Board members know. If 
you don’t like going to hospitals 
or are not available to work on 
cars, you can love on others by 
creating meaningful experi-
ences of celebration. 

Throughout this article 
what I’m trying to say is: “It’s 
not about the car, it’s about the 
people.”

Mopars Forever
Milton

www.moparclubsandiego.net
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ON THE MEND

      
DYNO DAY SIGNUPS AVAILABLE

DODGE LAST CALL EVENT

SPECIAL MOPAR CLUB INVITES

Aaron Bourdage reports that brother Joe is now recuperating 
from major back surgery at home: “He is back home and doing 
well. Continuing with his recovery, physical therapy and keeping 
tabs on Motor Trend TV. He has his cellphone and answers calls 
and texts when he can. Home visitations are on hold for awhile as 
works through daily exercises and lots of rest. Thanks to everyone 
who checked in on him. He appreciated it!”

Matt Cantor is taking sign-ups for our club’s Dyno Day at The 
Dyno Shop in Santee on Saturday, April 22. If you want to know 
how much power you’re sending to the rear wheels, sign up: $100 
per pull. A BBQ will follow. Contact Matt at rotnacm@gmail.
com  As of presstime, there were some spots still open. Already 
signed up: Bill Baugh, Matt Cantor, Geoff Fischer, Jonathan 
Gbenekama, Milton Karahadian, Bob Martello, Paul Polentz, 
Kyle Vanderstel, Jeff Walker and Doug Weast.

“An Automotive Festival to Celebrate Dodge Performance and 
Unleash the Final Dodge 2023 Commemorative Model Edition” 
will be March 20 in Las Vegas Motor Speedway, just after Muscle 
Cars at the Strip wraps up at the same location. For information: 
www.motortrend.com/dodgelastcall

APRIL 29: Navy Base Coronado (NBC) is holding its annual 
NBC Car Show and Touch-A-Truck event on Saturday, April 29, 
from 10am to noon. Mopar Club SD members have been invited 
to show their cars to the many military families who will attend, 
with kids getting an opportunity to climb in and on some of the 
Navy’s monstrous trucks. Attendees who do not already have base 
access must sign up soon, so NBC can begin the process of getting 
base access for you. Register here: https://runsignup.com/Race/
CA/SanDiego/nbccarshowandtouchatruck2023

JUNE 18: Skyline Church in La Mesa will host a Fathers’ Day 
event, including a car show, from 7am-2pm. There is no fee to en-
ter the car show and a door prize for each entry. Free BBQ lunch. 
Trophies and cash prizes for top three judged vehicles and top 
three People’s Choice. Alcohol-free event. Register here:
https://skylinechurch.churchcenter.com/people/forms/366810

www.motortrend.com/dodgelastcall
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/SanDiego/nbccarshowandtouchatruck2023
https://skylinechurch.churchcenter.com/people/forms/366810
www.moparclubsandiego.net
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Continued on page 4

Love at First Sight
but unrequited for 17 years

There’s a 1953 Plymouth Cranbrook 
two-door convertible that’s been an ongo-
ing restoration project at member Carlton 
Byrd’s home, and there’s a ’65 Satellite 
convertible atop his current wish list.

But for almost 20 years, that wish list 
was topped by a ’65 Belvedere, ever since 
Carlton saw a ’65 Belvedere post car in 
2001 “and instantly fell in love.” At the 
time, he had two Darts (since sold), “but 
when I saw the Belvedere, that was the 
one car I had to have.”

Carlton, who is a disabled Air Force 
vet and now works as a defense contrac-
tor, spent 17 years, looking for his dream 
car. He finally found “the one” a few 
years ago and at half the price of any he’d 
seen during his search. His dream car was 
found, for all intents and purposes, just 
up the road, in Murrietta, and the owner 
was selling it in order to put his final child 
through college. “He didn’t want to be 
stuck with the bill. I just went ahead and 
bought it.”  

The Belvedere had everything on 
Carlton’s wish list except for a Hemi and 
a different color. “It had a 440 and bad 
red paint job.” Since getting the car, he’s 
gotten a complete new black paint job and 
done a lot of work: rebuilt carbs, new ra-
diator, some rewiring, some body cancer 
fixed and then new paint job, as well as 

Top photo: Carlton Byrd and his ’65 Plymouth Belvedere, the Mopar model he fell in love with when he first saw one 
in 2001 — but it took him 17 years to find “the one” that had just about everything on his wish list and at a great 
price. Eventually, a hemi will replace the 440, above, that’s in the car now.  
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new seats, tires and steering wheel and a windshield. He’s 
not done. He plans to get rid of the dual carbs, steel wheels 
and dog-dish hub caps, remove myriad stickers and do a 
little paint touch-up. Eventually, he wants to put a Hemi 
into it.

The Cranbrook is apart right now. The chrome and 
powder coating have been redone, there is a new top, new 
chrome wheels and new tires. It will need a new interior. 
And that Chevy 350 that’s in it has to go. “I will be chang-
ing that to a period-
correct Hemi with 
overdrive transmis-
sion. And it will 
get a new color,” 
Carlton says. 

When the 
project is complete, 
the Cranbrook will 
look very similar 
to his early proj-
ect picture below. 
“Nothing over the 
top. I like the fac-
tory look.”

He says his 
father and family 
“mostly drove Chrysler division cars. 
Nothing high performance, though. I 
do have an uncle in Georgia who has a 
’65 Fury with a 383 and a tunnel ram.” 
Carlton was a car guy beginning in his 
youth.

“From hot wheels to model cars to 
the real thing. I grew up interested in 
street racing.” He admits he used to be 
a Ford guy, but said the company end-
ed that relationship with bad customer 
service. “I mentioned to a friend that 
I wanted a muscle car, but not like the 
masses, I like being different. So he mentioned Mopar.”

Carlton said with that suggestion, he “instantly 
became a Mopar guy” as that prompted special memo-
ries about some 
Mopars from his 
youth. “There was 
a guy who had a 
sublime 340 Dust-
er who passed me 
on my way home 
daily. I loved that 
car! The sound, 
plus the stick shift! 
I always liked the 
Road Runners 
and the Daytonas, 
too!”

Carlton, who 
grew up in LA, 

said that on his way to work, he used to pass a yellow ’69 Charger 
every day. “It was sitting in somebody’s front yard. I never saw any-
body outside to ask if it was for sale. It was in a bad neighborhood, so 

knocking on the door was out of the question. One day, I 
saw a guy standing near it, so I stopped to ask. It was for 
sale, for $2,500! I told him I would buy it, but it was too 
late. There was someone on the way to buy it. I missed 
out.”

When asked if there was a car he once owned he 
wished he still had, it wasn’t a Ford or a Mopar. “I used 
to have a 1974 Mazda RX4, a Rotary engine. That car 
was fun. I loved the sound, too.”

And although a ’65 Satellite claims the top spot on 
his wish list now, when asked what is his favorite car he’s 
ever owned, he doesn’t hesitate: “My Belvedere is the car 
of my dreams, so it is my favorite.”

 His cars, once restored, don’t sit in a garage or in the 
yard. Carlton also shares that he likes to travel. “So I like 
to drive my cars. No trailer queens.” Carlton’s ’53 Cranbrook convertible, before he began restoring it.
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MEMBERNews Bits

Paul Wake shared these photos above, after JBA Speed Shop  installed power steering 
in his ’69 Road Runner. Paul and his Runner were profiled in a recent issue of The Penta-
Gram, and Paul, who was sidelined by  a debilitating stroke a year ago, is still working to 
regain his strength. The “armstrong” steering in the Runner was  a challenge Paul said he 
didn’t need.

Below, after a Feb. 17 cruise of North County’s back roads, club members, from left,  Roy 
Stinson, Curt Bogdan, Kathy Silcott, Steve VanderSchaff, George Bittle and Woody Wid-
man stopped for lunch at H Brothers in Escondido.

Patti and Franco Fonseca got their cars’ immortalized in paint on
the cars’ hubcaps recently: Patti’s ’67 Dodge Polara 500S (top) and 
Franco’s ’66 Chrysler Newport, above. The talented artist was Jeff 
Frossard: Frostyscars.com or jefffrossard420 on Facebook. 

Below, Kathy Silcott and Big Bad Mr. White were in Indian Wells on Feb. 11, taking 
part in the Dr. George Charity Car Show, the longest-running auto show in SoCal, 
featuring 1,000 cars. The event is a fundraiser for the Desert Cancer Foundation.

HELP NEEDED

Club member George Griffin is seeking some as-
sistance: “Does anyone know of a shop that does 
wiring on older Dodge trucks (1968 Dodge 200)?” 
Call George at (629) 715-9928



 MARCH 2023 — PentaGram—6

SHOWING& Cruising
Mopars & Friends Meet-Up & Cruise: February 9

Mopar Club of San Diego, 858 Mopars Club,
The Mustang Club and East County Cruisers

Above: Tom Ferreira and his ’69 Valiant with Bill Baugh
Below: Monica Valentine and Geoff Fischer and his Firebird

Above is we could see of the cross on 
that hazy Sunday. Jonathan Gbeneka-
ma’s Cuda and Julie & Jeff Walker’s ’70 
Challenger are in the foreground.

Members of the four clubs began the 
day in Santee, filling a strip mall’s park-
ing lot. Then we cruised to Fiesta Island 
and circled it, then to Mt. Soledad and 
the cross, down to Torrey Pines, and 
ended we up at STP for lunch. Fun Day! 

MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 7
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SHOWING& Cruising
Four-Club Meet-Up
& Cruise, continued

Above, Jonathan Gbenekama gives cruise route information. Right, 
Debbie Gough, Tom Ferreira, Jim Signorelli and Bill Baugh at the 
before the cruise.  Below right: Debbie Gough, Jeff Walker and the 
Goughs’  ‘67 Barracuda. Below left, Bill Baugh’s Rumble Bee

Left, Melissa & Ruby Gbenekama. Above, Mopar Club SD cars at Mt. Sole-
dad, from left: Goughs’ Barracuda, Walkers’ Challenger and Gbenekamas’ 
Cuda. Right, Carlton Byrd’s ’65 Belvedere.

Club members participating at the meet-up, on the cruise, or both, 
included: Matt Domen, Matt Cantor & Rhonda Pardue, Steve Ramos, 
Debbie & Bob Gough, Bill Baugh, Tom Ferreira, Jim Signorelli, Julie & Jeff 
Walker, Geoff Fischer & Monica Valentine, Carlton Byrd, and Ruby, Melissa 
& Jonathan Gbenekama.
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LET’S GO&Show
CAR SHOWS
Sat, Mar 11: Kearny High Alumni Car Show, 9am-2pm
NEW DATE! 1954 Komet Way, San Diego / 619-201-8207
Caravan to leave at 8am from pkg lot near K Sandwiches at 
intersection of Linda Vista Road and Mesa College Drive

Sun, Mar 11: Steele Canyon HS Car Show, 9am-1pm
12440 Camp Rd, Spring Valley
asbmmattlub@schscougars.org

Sun, Mar 12: TrueLine’s Hot Rods Galore, 8am-1pm
210 West Bradley Ave., El Cajon / 619-258-1800
Top Ten Trophy contest, hot dog lunch, live music, raffle prizes

Sun, Mar 19:  Motors for Music Car Show, 9am-1pm
Benefit for SMHS music programs / no pets or alcohol
San Marcos High School, 1615 San Marcos Blvd.
www.sanmarcosbands.org  / unique trophies, music, food, fun

Sun, Mar 19: Fine Rides & Friends Car Show, 1-5pm
Pacific Islander Beer Co., 8665 Argent St., Santee
To reserve spot, Sheri: 619-253-0524

Fri-Sun, Mar 31-Apr 2: Del Mar Nationals
https://www.good-guys.com/dmn

Fri-Sun, Apr 21-23: La Jolla Concours d’Elegance, LJ Cove
https://www.lajollaconcours.com

Sat., Apr 22: Ramona Senior Center Car Show, 10am-2pm
Grace Community Church, 1234 Barger Pl., Ramona
ktl572@aol.com or Leroy: 619-980-3647

Sat, Apr 22: Jamul Kiwanis Show & Chili Cookoff, 9am-4pm
Pio Pico Resort and RV Campground, 14615 Otay Lakes Road
Trophies, bier garden, music, silent auction, food
www.jamulkiwanis.org

Sun, Apr 23: Heartbeat Happening, 9am-3pm
Bates Nut Farm, 25954 Woods Valley Rd., Valley Center
Cars 1975 and older: trophies, raffle, craft show, bbq
www.the heartbeatclassics.com / 760-457-6893 (Roscoe)

Sat, Apr 29: Wildcat Run Car & Motor Show, 8am-1pm
El Camino High School, 400 Rancho del Oro Dr, Oceanside
All vehicles: trophies, vendors, food, raffle, entertainment

Sun, Apr 30: MotorCars on Main Street, 10am-3pm
Coronado / pre 1973 vehicles
https://www.coronadomainstreet.com/motorcars

CRUISE NIGHTS & MORE
Mopar Club SD meet-ups at “The Slab”
Clairemont: Saturdays, 6:45-9pm 
Diane Center at Clairemont Mesa Blvd & Diane Ave, behind 
Starbucks, near a huge square slab.

First Tuesday: SD Assoc. of Car Clubs Monthly Meet-Up
Beginning March 7 / Jolly Joker Tavern, 5225 Kearny Villa Rd.
Show & Meet, 5-7pm / Info: 619-201-8207

Every Wednesday: Cajon Classic Cruise Night
Beginnng April 12
200 East Main Street, 5-8pm / info: 619-201-8207

First Saturdays: 11am-2pm
Poway: 12890 Gregg Court (In-n-Out Burger)

CARS & COFFEE EVENTS
WEEKLY:
Wednesdays:
El Cajon: 8am, Bonny’s Cafe, 596 Broadway

Fridays:
El Cajon: 3pm, American Retro Diner, 245 E. Main

Saturdays:
Bonita: 7am, Bonita Donuts, 4414 Bonita Rd
behind BofA and Arco
Bonsall: 7am,  ZCafe, Highway 76 & Mission
Carlsbad: 7-9am, Poinsettia Village Ctr, 7130 Avenida Encinas
Oceanside: 8:30am, Start Fresh Cafe, 1034 S. Coast Highway

Sundays:
El Cajon: 7am, American Retro Diner, 245 E. Main
Escondido: 8-11am, Kit Carson Park, 3333 Bear Valley Pkwy
Pt. Loma: 8-10am, 2250 Shelter Island Drive, SD

MONTHLY:
First Saturday:
Poway: 11am-2pm, In-n-Out Burger,  12890 Gregg Court

Check for event updates & additions:
www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org

Facebook:  @San Diego Association of Car Clubs
www.socalcarculture.com/events.html

https://goodoleboyssandiego.com/current-event-calendar

Continued on page 9

www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org
www.socalcarculture.com/events.html
https://goodoleboyssandiego.com/current-event-calendar
www.sanmarcosbands.org
https://www.good-guys.com/dmn
https://www.lajollaconcourscom
www.jamulkiwanis.org
www.theheartbeatclassics.org
https://www.coronadomainstreet.com/motorcars
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MARKETPlace See also page 10

FREE . . .TO MCSD
MEMBER

Factory airbox for a 2015 or later
Challenger Hellcat. Can bring to

a MCSD meeting. Jeff Walker:
jeff@wc-ms.com

or (619) 985-7481
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PentaGram Ad Information: Free 
to club members, $25 per issue for 
non-members. Published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th of the month. 

Editor@Moparclubsandiego.net

����������
�����������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
������������������������

������������������
��������������������������������

Fourth Saturday:
El Cajon: 8:30am, Fairhills Church, 365 West Bradley

Last Saturday:
Spring Valley, 6-8pm, Detail Garage, 9735 Campo Rd.

First Sunday: 
Santee: 7-9am Mary’s Donuts, 8959 Carlton Hills Blvd.

Second Sunday: 
Kearny Mesa: JBA Speed Shop, 5:30-9:30am
5675 Kearny Villa Rd.

Third Sunday:
Balboa Park: 7:30-9:30am, SD Auto Museum,
2080 Pan American Plaza 
Carlsbad: noon-4pm, Windmill Food Court,
890 Palomar Airport Rd.
La Mesa: 7-9am, La Mesa Boulevard,  between Spring and 4th

Last Sunday: 
Chula Vista: 8-11am, Detail Garage, 1655 Broadway #10
Mira Mesa: 7-9:30am (Jan-Oct), 6755 Mira Mesa Blvd.
Oceanside: 9-11am, A Brunch of Cars & Coffee,
805 College Blvd.

Continued from page 8

Photos in this issue provided by: 
Carlton Byrd, Bob Gough,

Franco Fonseca, Kathy Silcott,
Paul Wake and Julie Walker

This month at the SD Auto Museum

SOLD

March 11: Blood Drive — All Day

March 19: Cars & Coffee—7:30am
Free coffee and donuts

Museum opens early, at 8am
with special $10 admission price before 10am

March 28: SD Couny residents free on 4th Tuesday 
of the month, with ID (last admission 3pm)

Museum open Tuesday to Sunday
10:30am-4:30pm

Closed most Mondays
SDAutoMuseum.org — (619) 398-0306

www.sdautomuseum.org
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PentaGram Ad Information: Free to club 
members, $25 per issue for non-mem-
bers. Published monthly. Deadline is 

the 25th of the month. 
Editor@Moparclubsandiego.net
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See also page 9
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FOR SALE . . .

Stock cast iron manifold 383 — $275
Club Member Bob Martello,

Moparbobm@cox.net

IN SEARCH OF . . .

For either or both, call Randy,
(858) 880-5403 (MCSD member)

a shop to 
replace the engine in Dakota 4.7

’74 Duster 360,
last registered in 1996; $6,000

FOR SALE . . .

New! Never Used
Member Franco Fonseca bought this 
brand new A/C unit
for his ’66 Newport,
then changed his
mind: “I didn’t want
to cut into the
firewall,” he said.
Paid $1,200;
Offered for $850

(925) 599-3876
franco@ smokehousejerky.com 

FOR SALE


