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(and on the edge of being lost in space)

By Milton Karahadian

In Acts 17: 2, Paul the Apostle and
his companions enter the City of Thessalonica, “there was a Jewish synagogue.
2
As was his custom, Paul went into the
synagogue.”
We got up at 5am to get to the airport
to catch a plane for Vegas at 6:15. Bob
Martello and I were on a journey to
SEMA, a show organized by the Specialty
Equipment Market Association, a trade
organization that represents the $44.6 billion automotive after-market industry.
The annual SEMA show is the biggest after-market show in the world! It’s
the premier trade show geared to help
small businesses thrive and succeed.
The trade-only event enables automotive
specialty equipment manufacturers to
display alongside automotive manufacturers, debuting new and innovative products
and connecting with industry buyers from
all over the world.
We landed and caught an Uber to
the Los Vegas Convention Center, a 1.2million net square-foot exhibit space with
an additional one million square feet of
features and attractions throughout the
Las Vegas Convention Center, in outside
areas and at the neighboring Westgate Las
Vegas Resort & Casino. More than 3,000
products in the New Products Showcase
and 1,500 featured vehicles in both exhibitors’ areas and throughout the convention
center. A very, very, very large event.
Some of the buildings seemed like
ﬁve or six football ﬁelds stacked side by
side. And some of the buildings are two
stories! It is unbelievable! Check out
www.semashow2022.com. There was an
app with geolocation through Bluetooth
technology to help you ﬁnd your way
around. However, I could never seem to
get my phone to sync with the system, so

we were always on
the edge of being lost
in space.
There was so
much to see, and all
we had was seven
hours before the doors
were closed. There
were tool companies
for every repair you
would ever need: fabrication tools, from
hammers to CAD
machines. Cars and
trucks everywhere: in
the big parking lots
outside to the vendor
A selﬁe of Milton Karahadian and Bob Martello at the 2022 SEMA event
display areas showcasing their company’s wares.
saw a 1972 Plymouth Satellite with a Tesla
Bob and I were taken back by the
drive train under the hood (SEMA photos,
number of pickup trucks on display. I
page 4). Toyota had a large display, as
estimate a third of the all the vehicles dis- well as our Mopar and Dodge brands who
played at SEMA was some type of truck.
were showing their stuff.
Fancy trucks with six-foot lift kits and
Most of the Dodge concept cars and
John Deere tractor tires. These weren’t
SUVs coming out are EV or hybrid. But
Monster Trucks; they were street vehicles. there also were six “Last Call” Dodge
We visited a booth where they were sellmuscle cars on display (see story, page
ing bullet-proof Humvee-type vehicles
3). Of course, the 2024 Dodge Charger
built from military frames with windows
Daytona SRT concept with its “Fratzonic
that could resist multiple rounds. We
Chambered Exhaust” engine sounds was
thought maybe $100K? Wrong, $350K!
strutting on the spinning auto display.
We stopped at the Meguiar’s booth
There was too much to share in this arand found three of Kevin Hart’s cars.
ticle but the 100-foot curved video screen
There was a carbon ﬁbre ’70 Charger
was impressive.
with a Hellcat motor, a black Buick Grand
As I told Bob after we picked up our
National and a ’69 Road Runner (940hp)
credentials and entered the show, we were
that was so black and shiny in low light
going right to the Mopar booth, much like
that I had a hard time seeing it. My friend
the Apostle Paul did with his companions
who works for Meguiar’s told me it was a
when they entered a new city. I thought
million-dollar build.
at that moment we were re-enacting that
You all, EV is coming hard and fast.
biblical story as we entered the “city of
It seemed as if the show was focused on
SEMA. ” It was a spiritual experience.
either EV or HP. Many of the vendors
Mopars Forever
were displaying their electric vehicles. We
MK
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MOPAR CLUB
OF SAN DIEGO
EST. July 1993

Officers
President — Milton Karahadian
miltonkarahadian@pointloma.edu
Vice President — Jonathan Gbenekama
gbenekama@gmail.com
Treasurer — Debbie Gough
treasurer@moparclubsandiego.net
Secretary — Julie Walker
secretary@moparclubsandiego.net

BLANKETS! BLANKETS!
NEW & GENTLY USED: Mopar Club SD will
be donating blankets for club member
Hot Rod Holly’s annual Christmas Day Cruise
to deliver “warmies” to the Alpha Project’s
Shelter in Downtown SD.
WE NEED YOUR HELP . . . !
Bring new and/or clean & folded gently used blankets
to the club’s annual Holiday Party: December 17, 1-7pm,
at Kay & Jim Signorelli’s home in Ramona *
Potluck, Wicked Santa Gift Grab,
Free Raﬄe Ticket per adult
member, Money drawing,
Families Welcome!
Secret Santa: Bring a wrapped gift per
each adult in your group ($20 value or
more & if participating) to be selected,
maybe grabbed — & ﬁnally, opened!
* Address to come in an email to members

Chairs
All-American Car Show
Jeff Walker & Larry Johnson
jeff@wc-ms.com
Car Club Council Rep
Bill Baugh
Cruisemeister
Jim Signorelli

Information Services
Coordinator
Melissa Gbenekama
play4health@hotmail.com
Webmaster — Paul Polentz
webmaster@moparclubsandiego.net
Newsletter — Julie Walker
editor@moparclubsandiego.net
Facebook & Instagram
Melissa Gbenekama
play4health@hotmail.com

Fleet Week San Diego’s banner welcoming all to the festivities held recently, thanking
Mopar Club San Diego for its continuing support via the All-American Car Show.

Website: moparclubsandiego.net
Mailing Address:
PO Box 420076
San Diego CA 92142-0076
Mopar Club of San Diego is a member
of the San Diego Association of Car Clubs
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Dodge’s “Last Call”
Challengers and
Chargers include
tribute to iconic
Black Ghost — as
questions begin
Alas, the Challenger and Charger are nearing
the end of their run. Dodge has been revealing its
Last Call/Final Edition Challengers and Chargers, supposedly seven different models that celebrate iconic predecessors, which in their current
form are coming to an end in 2023. Supposedly, we say, because while the ﬁrst six
Last Call cars have been revealed, the seventh and ﬁnal of these, which was to be
unveiled at SEMA’s Nov. 1-4, 2022, show in Las Vegas, was a no-show.
That the ﬁnal Dodge “Last Call” model would not debut at SEMA was announced on Sept. 26, when Dodge said that debut was “delayed due to product and
supply issues.” But speculation online is that Dodge may stop at six Last Call/Final Editions, maybe not even do all previously revealed? Anyone interested can go
to these links, among many found on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LcYTRMzEV8
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXAz3OhyUPA
The six Last Call/Final Edition cars previously revealed are:
1. Challenger Shakedown Scat Pack: 1,000 to be built with 500 White
(Widebody) and 500 Destroyer Gray (Narrow),
2. Charger Super Bee Scat Pack: 1,000, with 500 Plum Crazy
(Widebody) and 500 B5 Blue (Narrow)
3.Challenger Swinger Scat Pack Widebody: 1,000, with 500
F8 Green, 300 White, 200 Sublime
4. Charger Swinger Scat Pack Widebody: 1,000, with 500
F8 Green, 300 White, 200 Sublime
5. Challenger Black Ghost Hellcat Redeye Widebody: 300;
Black
6. Charger King Daytona Hellcat Redeye Widebody: 300;
Go Mango

The photos here show the 2023 Dodge Challenger Black Ghost Hellcat Redeye
that will pay tribute to the historical 1970 Black Ghost (above) that featured a
V1G Gator Grain vinyl roof, 426 Hemi V8, four-speed manual transmission, A34
Super Track Pak with 4.10 gears. It also had a S83 Rim Blow steering wheel, R35

multiplex AM/FM
stereo, and V9W white
bumblebee stripe. With
some options, the total
came to nearly $5,300
USD, or $43,000 in 2022 USD.
Dodge CEO Tim Kuniskis said, “There
are so many legendary muscle cars in Dodge
brand, it was hard to choose the seven vehicles
we wanted to pay homage to with our Last Call
lineup, but the Black Ghost was an easy pick.”
The 2023 Black Ghost Hellcat Redeye
Widebody is to feature the black gator skin vinyl roof, bright Dodge fascia badge, white rear
fender graphics, Challenger script grill, fender
and spoiler badges and Midnight Metallic SRT
grill badge and a bright fuel ﬁller door. Also:
black six-piston Brembo brake system,
3.09:1 rear axle ratio, 20
by 11
inch
satin
carbon
warp
speed
wheels
and black
Mopar
hood pins.
Interior
will include
Alcantara/Laguna leather
seats and
door bolsters,
suede headliner, carbon ﬁber interior
bezels, Alcantara steering wheel with
red SRT logo and Black Ghost IP
badge.
The original 1970 Black Ghost
was quite a storied car. To learn more
about its history, go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iC
Cf2oI5KQA&list=PLD6BGY0B1nwOExEAbJ9b1QqY8AG_p172
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SEMA Nov. 1-4, 2022

DODGE Electriﬁes

Above: 1972 Plymouth Satellite “Electrolite,” so-named due to a Tesla power train swap, creating an EV
muscle car shown at SEMA. The entire build played out online and can be viewed at ForBBodiesOnly.com
and searching for “72 Plymouth Satellite Tesla Swap” or looking for User ID: 72SatelliteLEO. Below, some of
Dodge’s Last Call Chargers and Challengers, the ﬁnal editions of these muscle cars as we know them.

Above, Dodge showcases both an electric
Ram and an electric Jeep. Below, the emblem
for the 2024 Charger Daytona SRT Banshee,
Dodge’s ﬁrst all-electric muscle car.

Left, MCSD members Milton
Karahadian, Bob Martello and
Steve Sedlemeyer at SEMA.
Right: the Direct Connection
1500 HEMI Crate Engine, for
pre-1976 cars, that can be had
for a mere $60,000, plus the
engine kit. It is one of six Crate
Hemi engines now oﬀered,
ranging from $7,000 to $60k,
plus kit and other accessories.
Got bucks, BIG bucks?!!
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MEMBERNewsBits

Below, Kathy Silcott’s Big Bad Mr. White took an unscheduled trip to Jack Powell
Dodge Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram, from Fallbrook to Escondido, after a tire
separation (see lower photo). Her 2020 Challenger Hellcat Redeye was treated
like royalty, she said, by both the tow truck driver and the dealership.

Above, Kristy Keller’s 1947 Plymouth
Woody was all decked out for Halloween
and on display in Ramona. Left, MCSD
President Milton Karahadian tried out
one of the Mopar stencils shared last
week and created a Hellcat pumpkin.
And then he illuminated it from the
inside. Looking wicked!

Bottom photos: New member Cody Leathers recently took delivery of his 1966 Plymouth Fury, all
original, and says he has taken her to the “awesome crew” at John’s Automotive for some work. He
welcomes any input on restoring the Fury, including the interior. “I’ve been a Mopar lover/owner
most of my life. And now, I ﬁnally got my hands on one I can truly make my own...I’m excited to
make new connections, ﬁnd out who has the best ‘this guy’ or ‘that gal’ for my classic! . . . suﬃce it
to say I’m Very Excited to Finally have my Dream Car...and to meet ya’ll!
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MEMBERGaways

Above, Yoko and Shawn Rover with their 1999 Dodge Leisure Travel near Mount Shasta. Is that...It is! Snow!
Left and below: Julie and Jeﬀ Walker, at
Lake Minnetonka in Minnesota for her
big family gathering, enjoyed the Fall
colors and found a Walker street sign.

Photos in this issue provided by:

Left: Debbie and
Bob Gough visited
New York City
recently, and while
strolling throug
Central Park, took
time out from
enjoying the beauty
and the serenity
to take a selﬁe.

Bill Baugh, Curt Bogdan, Matt Cantor, Lee DeTro, Kathleen and Matt Domen, Jonathan
Gbenekama, Ben Giangiulio, Debbie & Bob Gough, Milton Karahadian, KristyKeller, Cody
Leathers, Paul Polentz, Shawn Rover, Kathy Silcott and Julie Walker
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SHOWING& Sharing
COPS & RODDERS: October 23

Right, Dave Russell’s one-owner
’66 Barracuda, and far right, Dan
Harp’s ’67 Coronet were winners
at the Cops & Rodders show at
Seaport Village. Dave received
the President’s Choice award,
and Dan’s Dodge garnered the
Best Mopar honors. The show,
hosted by the Pontiac Club,
was a fundraiser for The Fisher
House and the SD Police Historical Society.

MOJAVE: Oct. 15

Above left, MCSD member Steve Ramos was recognized and presented with the Life Saving Award from the SD Police Historical Society during the show. Ramos, who volunteers
at the historical society, arrived early one morning to ﬁnd a person collapsed on the ﬂoor
and not breathing. He called 9-1-1 and began lifesaving measures, saving the man’s life.

MCSD members,
right, and club
cars above, from
left: Johnsons’ ’72
Challenger, Julie
and Jeﬀ Walkers’ ’70
Challenger and Paul
Polentz’s ’69 Runner

Above, Debbie
and Larry Johnson and Debbie
Kane enjoying
the show and
the gorgeous
day at Seaport
Village, among
almost 20 Mopar
Club San Diego
members at the
show.

Kathy Silcott, above, with Gene Winﬁeld, and with Hot Rod
Holly Ansman below, at the 15th annual Winﬁeld-Watson
Show in Mojave on Oct. 15.
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FALL FLING: Oct. 21

Jonathan Gbenekama’s Cuda. Below right, Steve VanderSchaaf and Roy Stinson just arriving
at Fall Fling in Roy’s ’73 Challenger.
Above: Woody Widman and
Curt Bogdan drove their AAR
Cuda to the weekend event,
which included an all-Mopar
show, manufacturers’ midway, swap meet and more.
Left: Keith Shuley’s Charger
Daytona

GOOD GUYS:
Sept. 30-Oct. 2

MCSD member Ann Giangiulio’s ’55 small-window VW Bug won
the Fabulous 50’s Award at the Good Guys SoCal Nationals, but
it was hubby Ben who ended up on the cover of The Coast News.

Greatest Show on Turf: Oct. 15

From left, Brenda and Eric
Benses’ 2012 Challenger
Yellow Jacket, Carl Ashworth’s
2011 Challenger and Kathleen
and Matt Domens’ 2015
Hellcat (also pictured below
with its FAST warning)

How many Moparites does it take...? Tom Ziarkowski and
Dan Harp jumpstart Julie and Jeﬀ Walkers’ 1970 Plum
Crazy Challenger, with an assist from Paul Polentz (center)
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Greatest Show on Turf: Oct. 15

Bill Baugh’s ’66 Hemi Sateilite (above left, with Dave Russell’s yellow ’66 Barracuda) and Tom Ziarkowski’s Barracuda convertible (above right) won awards at the show hosted by the SD Assoc. of Car Clubs.

Above, Paula and Paul Polentz get ready to shine their ’69 Runner.

Right: Eric and Brenda Bense, Jeﬀ
Walker and Kathleen Domen.

Left, club members share tales and
laughs, from left: Paula Polentz,
Larry Johnson, Julie and Jeﬀ Walker,
Dan Harp (from the back), Tom
Ziarkowski and Kathleen and Matt
Domen. Below: Paul Polentz’s
custom-painted “hood ornament”
on his Road Runner.

Above left, Carl Parrick participates in one of the cakewalks at the show, which,
while he came in close, Linda Parrick ended up winning—for cupcakes!
Left: Debbie Kane. Below: MCSD’s Mopar Row.
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Pal Joey’s: Oct. 15

Above, back from left: Dave
Russell, John Halpin, Kathy
silcott, Milton Karahadian,
Geoﬀ Fischer, Jim Signorelli
and Debbie Kane. Front from
left: Bob Gough, Tom Ferreira
and Bob Martello

Above: Marie Roecker
says Hi! with style
Left: Joe Bourdage’s
Dodge survivor
Below: Lee DeTro’s
Ram 1500

Top: Hemi, Kay and Jim Sigorelli. Above: Milton Karahadian’s ’65
300L. Below, far left: John Halpin, Lee DeTro, Tom Ziarkowski, Bob
Martello, and Joe Bourdage
THANK YOU from PAL JOEY’S MIKE
NEUMAN and MIKE MILLER to those who
helped judge: Jim Signorelli, Joe Bourdage, Tom Ferreira, Dave Russell, Bill
Baugh, Tom Ziarkowski, Rick Bobick,
Geoﬀ Fischer, John Halpin, Bob Martello
and Bob Gough

2005-2010 Magnums, Challengers, Chargers & 300s:
Have you heeded the Takata air bag recall for your car?

Information excerpted from an Associated Press article in
The San Diego-Union Tribune, issue dated Nov. 4, 2022:
“Stellantis and the US Government are warning owners of
276,000 older vehicles to stop driving them after Takata air bags
apparently exploded in three more vehicles, killing the drivers.
“The company, formerly Fiat Chrysler, is telling people to
stop driving Dodge Magnum wagons, Dodge Challenger and
Charger muscle cars and Chrysler 300 sedans from the 2005
through 2010 model years…
“…The Stellantis vehicles under the ‘Do Not Drive’ warning
were all recalled in 2015, and free repairs were available since
then. Stellantis said it made numerous attempts to reach owners but [for many] the repairs were not made. The recalls affect
vehicles in which the air bag inﬂators have not been replaced as
part of the recall.

“‘Left unrepaired, recalled Takata air bags are increasingly
dangerous, as the risk of an explosion rises as the vehicles age,”
Ann Carlson, acting administrator of the National Highway
Trafﬁc Safety Administration, said in a statement. “Every day
that passes when you don’t get a recalled air bag replaced puts
you and your family at greater risk of injury or death…”
“…NHTSA urged all owners to check to see if their vehicles
have an unrepaired Takata air bag recall. Drivers can go to:
https://www.nhtsa.gov/recalls
and key in their VIN to see if they have any open recalls.
“…Stellantis said any of its customers who aren’t sure if
their vehicles have been recalled can call (833) 585-0144. Owners can call the hotline to arrange to have their cars towed to a
dealership, and for alternate transportation, the company said.
The repairs typically take less than an hour…”

LET’S GO&Show
Check for event updates & additions:
www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org
Facebook: @San Diego Association of Car Clubs
www.socalcarculture.com/events.html
https://goodoleboyssandiego.com/current-event-calendar

CAR SHOWS
Sat, Nov. 12, STP Bar ‘n’ Grill Show & Shine
5487 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, 10am-9pm 4th anniversary event
Free but 15% of sales donated to Wounded Warrior Homes
Win gift certiﬁcates & swag; www.stpbar-n-grill.com
Sun, Nov. 13, Wounded Warrior Homes fundraiser car
show, 9am-1pm
Pernicanos, 1388 East Main, El Cajon; $25 onsite
Music, raﬄes, military trophies, food specials
Jack Leary: (619) 857-7272 or jleary55@att.net
Sat, Nov. 19, Mopars & Friends at MoTech Performance,
10am-2pm Hosted by Inland Mopars: Open House & Toy Drive
for Ft. Irwin kids; 41715 Elm Street #301, Murrieta; Bring new
toy/s value $10+; Lunch count needed: Mike (951) 212-0817 or
limedust70@gmail.com EMAIL DUE RE: CLUB CARAVAN
Sun, Nov. 20, Fine Rides & Friends Car Show, 1-4pm
Paciﬁc Islander Beer Company, 8665 Argent St., Santee
Sat, Nov. 26, Aaerdena/Braun Garage Tour, 9am-3p4255
Ruﬃn Road, #300, San Diego; parking for 100 vehicles; See Big
Bertha run, bring a chair; Donuts and coﬀee for early birds;
free lunch with burgers, hotdogs, drinks.
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CRUISE NIGHTS & MORE
Mopar Club SD meet-ups at “The Slab”
Clairemont: Saturdays, 6:45-9pm
Diane Center at Clairemont Mesa Blvd & Diane Ave, behind
Starbucks, near a huge square slab.
First Saturdays: 11am-2pm
Poway: 12890 Gregg Court (In-n-Out Burger)

CARS & COFFEE EVENTS
WEEKLY:
Saturdays:
Carlsbad: 7-9am 7130 Avenida Encinas
Sundays:
1. Escondido: 8-11am, Kit Carson Park, 3333 Bear Valley Pkwy
2. Escondido: 9-11am Visual Detailing, 2180 Meyers Ave
3. Pt. Loma: 8-10am-ish 2250 Shelter Island Drive, SD
MONTHLY:
Second Sundays: 5:30am-9:30am
JBA Speed Shop, 5675 Kearny Villa Road
Third Sundays
1. La Mesa Boulevard, 7-9am, between Spring and 4th
2. SD Auto Museum, 7:30-9:30am
2080 Pan American Plaza, in Balboa Park

MARKETPlace
See also page 12

FREE . . .TO MCSD
MEMBER

Factory airbox for a 2015 or later
Challenger Hellcat. Can bring to
a MCSD meeting. Jeﬀ Walker:
jeﬀ@wc-ms.com
or (619) 985-7481

PentaGram Ad Information: Free to club members, $25 per issue for non-members.
Published monthly. Deadline is the 25th of the month.
Editor@Moparclubsandiego.net
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FOR SALE . . .

MOPAR A-822 4-speed
Hemi case, E-body housing,
23-spline input, 30-spline output.
Completely disassembled, ready for a
rebuild: $800. Price including rebuild
& assembly: $1,100. Pictures available.
Email MCSD member Jim Bowen:
bowen at bowen1@cox.net
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PentaGram Ad Information: Free to club
members, $25 per issue for non-members. Published monthly. Deadline is
the 25th of the month.
Editor@Moparclubsandiego.net
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