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Mopars bring us together, volunteering builds bonds
By: Milton Karahadian, MCSD President
The club’s All-American Car
Last month, I trailered the Black Fish
Show wouldn’t be the fun
to “Mopars In May,” the show sponsored
by our sister car club, Inland Mopar Club. and the success it is without the many members
There were about 230 cars, according to
who volunteer to plan it
organizers, and the show was very organized. It is my understanding that there are and who participate in it as
about 20 active members in the club. What volunteers. These photos
from past shows are of
an accomplishment for them with such
Paul Polentz and Kristy
limited human resources!
Keller working registration
Since taking ofﬁce in January, I have
and right, Tom Ferreira,
been encouraging members to get involved
Bob Gough and Jeﬀ Walker
in club activities and have tried to create
working on judging.
more opportunities for service to others
and to this club, and you have been doing
well.
Our country has some very strong
roots in volunteerism. We have a volunteer military, we have thousands of
community-service organizations that are
fully volunteer-run, we have hundreds of
thousands of people in churches in the US
alone who volunteer their time and money
to others. And there are many other sectors
of society in America who give freely of
their time and resources.
This club is no exception. In recent
years, we have donated $11,000 annually
to our military beneﬁciaries through our
annual All-American Car Show (AACS),
and that means we probably have donated
close to a quarter of a million dollars
through the show’s 23-year run! I’m so
proud of all we do.
It is impossible to recognize all our members who have
volunteered their time, efforts and ﬁnancial support, but it is
important to recognize that Mopar Club San Diego members
really do so much for the club and our community.
In addition to our current board, committee chairs and club
leaders, we still have two of our club’s founding members on the
roster: Bruce Peddicord and honorary member Steve Sedlemeyer. Other current members who have served as president include
Bill Baugh, Bob Gough, Dave Nichols, Dan Smith, Larry Johnson and Jeff Walker.

Current members who have served as ofﬁcers
in recent years include Eric Bense, Ben Giangiulio,
Carolyn Mooney and Paul Polentz.
Those with longtime and continuing roles in our
car show include Bill Baugh, Bob Gough; Debbie &
Larry Johnson; Aaron and Joe Bourdage; Julie & Jeff
Walker; Kristy & Jerry Keller; Steve VanderSchaaf,
and so, so many more. About 60% of our current
membership volunteers to help plan and/or work the
All-American Car show each year. Not to be forgotten: longtime members Paula and Dan Smith, credited
with getting the ﬁrst AACS started 23 years ago.
A number of our club members organize club
events, including Jim Signorelli, Carl Parrick and
Chavonne Karahadian. And then there are our PentaGram editors, led by Bob Gough, who did that for 25 years, followed by
John Boville, and now Julie Walker.
Current member volunteers Aaron and Joe Bourdage and
Steve Williams share their technical expertise with club members and non-members. Lee DeTro has been the club photographer, Paul Polentz the club webmaster for more than 15 years,
Melissa and Jonathan Gbenekama handled social media in the
past and Melissa doing it again now.
This is, of course, an incomplete list. But I want you to
Continue on next page
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Chairs

Building bonds . . .
Continued from page one

know that what so many of you have done and are doing for the club
is commendable. And beyond that, a number of our members serve
other organizations in the community.
There always are opportunities to support our club, and the next
are just around the corner: ﬁrst, for our All-American Car Show on
July 16 (we really, really need all hands on deck), and you can join
the committee planning a Christmas beneﬁt, which already includes
Carolyn Mooney, Ann Giangiulio and Chavonne Karahadian. There
always are ways you can help within the club: excellent ways to give
of your time and energy.
We had 55 people at the last meeting. At the end of the meeting,
I counted 30 people signed up on the AACS volunteers’ list. We’re
going to send the list around again at Wednesday’s meeting (June
8), and I hope we’ll get even more. We need about 50, especially for
judging and parking. You don’t have to be skilled, just willing.
As I was pulling away from Mopars in May last month, I saw
a beautiful sight. People working together for a common cause to
serve others. But not only that: They were doing it together and creating bonding relationships through working together. These are the
things that last. My wish is that every member in our club who lives
locally can be involved this year in service. Let’s do it together!
Mopars Forever
Milton Karahadian

All-American Car Show
Jeff Walker & Larry Johnson
jeff@wc-ms.com
Car Club Council Rep
Bill Baugh
Cruisemeister
Jim Signorelli

Information Services
Coordinator
Melissa Gbenekama
play4health@hotmail.com
Webmaster — Paul Polentz
webmaster@moparclubsandiego.net
Newsletter — Julie Walker
editor@moparclubsandiego.net
Facebook — To be determined
Instagram — Melissa Gbenekama
play4health@hotmail.com

Twins Carolyn Money and Marilyn can always be counted on to work the AACS raﬄe
booth, but which one is this?! In the background, club members set up for registration.

Website: moparclubsandiego.net
Mailing Address:
PO Box 420076
San Diego CA 92142-0076
Mopar Club of San Diego is a member
of the San Diego Association of Car Clubs
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Sublime Doesn’t
Begin to Cover It
By: Julie Walker
Kathleen and Matt Domen met because of boats and bonded over the need for speed—on land and sea. They are relatively
new members of Mopar Club SD, but they already stand out,
with their sublime green Hellcat Challenger—and their sublime
green attire to match, sometimes right down to Kathleen’s nail
polish.
Both have been car people since long before they met (when
each lived aboard boats in Mission Bay), and today, they not
only have that sublime 2015 Hellcat, purchased only a year and
a half ago, they have a ’73 Dart Swinger they’ve owned since
1991, plus the recently acquired 2012 Chrysler 200 and 2017
Charger Daytona 392.
Add to the total a 2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee that is Matt’s
company car (his choice!), and yes, sublime really doesn’t begin
to cover it for this now ﬁrmly entrenched Mopar duo.
Matt’s Dad was a Mopar man, owning at various times a
’48 Town & Country convertible, a ’58 DeSoto Adventurer and
a ‘78 LeBaron. During WWII, Matt’s Dad was an air gunner in
an SBD Dauntless dive-bomber, but when it came time to re-enlist, Matt’s grandparents offered their son that brand new Town
& Country convertible as a bribe—for not re-enlisting.
Matt’s ﬁrst car was a ’56 DeSoto 330 Hemi—he was only
15. Through his early years, he had various DeSotos, a Studebaker and a ’68 GTO convertible—which he “got rid of” to
purchase a ’70 Road Runner.
Kathleen’s ﬁrst car was a 914 Porsche 5-speed convertible,
altho the car that ﬁrst ever caught her attention—at age 5!—was
a Corvette. Her ﬁrst car actually would have been a Dodge, she
says, if her Dad would have let her buy it. Her grandmother
had a Dart, silver with a red interior, that she was selling. But
Kathleen’s older brother had just wrapped a car around a tele-

Kathleen and Matt Domen with
their special ﬁnd, the sublime
green 2015 Hellcat Challenger
they got a year and a half ago.
Notice Kathleen’s color-correct
nail polish . . .

phone pole, “so that did it
for the rest of us. We had to
wait ’til we were 18 to get
a car—when we could get
our own insurance!” When
that time came, there was
the 914 Porsche convertible, sitting on the street
near her apartment with a
For Sale sign. “I’d been taking a bus to work, so I bought it.”
As noted, Matt and Kathleen each were living on a boat in
Mission Bay when they met, and of course, water-skiing and
other water sports were part of their lives. Where did they keep
the cars? “Mom and Dad were pretty gracious,” says Matt.
They got married in 1988 and moved back on land after
Kathleen got pregnant. Through their 34 years of marriage,
they’ve had many vehicles, including vans, minivans, a motorhome and a VW bus, but also Matt’s Dad’s LeBaron, the ’70
Continued on next page

Below, the Domen’s ’73 Dart Swinger they’ve had for 30 years. Many cars have come
and gone, but this one remains. It features a 318 V8 with a two-barrel carburetor.

Above, Kathleen with her recently purchased 2012 Chrysler 200.
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pating in a number of car shows: always
Roadrunner, a ’64 Fury, an ’87
decked out in their sublime
turbo-charged LeBaron convertattire. “We didn’t know what
ible and a ’66 New Yorker.
we were getting into, and
The New Yorker is the car
we’re pleasantly surprised.
Kathleen most regrets selling: “I
It’s been great fun.”
didn’t realize that ’til I sold it.” She
Matt’s career has been
pauses and smiles, “It was baby
and still is with the railblue with a white interior.” This
roads—for more than 30
duo also had a power boat.
years. He’s a general managWhen the Hellcat Challenger
er for Genesee & Wyoming,
came out, the Domens fell in
Inc., an American shortline
Mopar love again. “As a car guy,
railroad holding company
it really was all about the technolthat owns or maintains an inogy,” Matt says. “The design of the Above, the Domen’s new-for-them 2017 Charger Daytona 392, and below, Matt’s
terest in 122 railroads in the
engine, to have that much power
US and around the world.
2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee he got when his company oﬀered him his choice of
and be dependable?! It’s just crazy. vehicle to use for work.
Matt is the general manager
It fascinated me.”
for the company’s San Diego
They waited a bit and deter& Imperial County Railroad
mined what they wanted in a Helland its Ventura County
cat, right down to deciding it had
Railroad. Being based out
to be either plum crazy or sublime
of downtown San Diego,
green. When they actually saw a
he does travel for business
sublime Challenger, that settled it.
a lot—by car. So when the
Theirs had to be that color.
company asked what he
They searched for a year and
wanted to drive for work,
looked at cars offered for sale
of course he chose the Jeep
that weren’t exactly all they were
Grand Cherokee.
advertised to be. Until they found
Kathleen raised their
their sublime Hellcat Challenger
daughter and son and ran
in Sorrento Valley, right down
a family day care for 16
to the red calipers, red seatbelts,
years and then worked in
black hood, automatic transmiselder care and real estate
sion, and under 10,000 miles—all
before retiring last year.
Together, they’ve done a lot of missionary
on their must-have list. “It checked all the
entering last year’s All-American Car
work, primarily working with children
boxes,” Matt says, “even down to the red
Show at Skyline Church and parking next
in Mexico, but also in Poland and Guateseatbelts.”
to Steve VanderSchaaf and his B-5 Blue
The seller had purchased an estate
Hellcat. “We’d like to say thank you to
mala—and other US states, through their
sale package that had included a whole
him. He was really friendly and encourHorizon Christian Fellowship Church in
lot of Ferraris—and that sublime 2015
aged us to join.” Matt said. Then they met San Diego. “We now host a mid-week
Hellcat. That “cat” was everything they
Brenda and Eric Bense and Kathy Silcott
Bible study,” Matt said.
wanted, plus it came with a complete
at the show, who helped seal the deal. The
For the Domens, Mopars are one kind
binder with all its history, specs and other Domens joined the club.
of special speed, but not to be compared
info from day one—and—it had only had
They’ve been active from their ﬁrst
to trying to keep
6,000 miles on it. That was a year and
Mopar Club SD meeting almost a year
up with their new
a half ago, and the Domens have been
ago, attending the meetings, taking part in granddaughter who,
enjoying the ride ever since.
the club’s Liberty Station cruise and picof course, wears a
They joined Mopar Club SD after
nic and other club activities and particiHellcat “onesie.”
Continued from previous page

ROUTE 66 CRUISE IS A GO!

Join Carl Parrick, Hot Rod Holly, Julie & Jeﬀ
Walker and Jim Signorelli already on board for a nostalgic trip on the iconic road, leaving
Aug. 22. Go the en�re route (about 3 weeks) or however far you wish. Take your modern,
classic, Mopar or not. Approx 200-275 miles per day. Carl’s done all the work, come for the
fun. For info: cp30cp@gmail.com or (619) 227-1567: do it soon! Iconic Route 66 motels being reserved now: these rooms go quickly for the summer months.
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The July 2022 issue of Goodguys magazine
is just hot oﬀ the press, and club members’
vehicles are among those highlighted in the
article about the 21st Del Mar Nationals held
April 1-3. Left is Ann Giangiulio’s new (to her)
1955 VW Bug. Ben labels her the owner because
she’s always wanted another after she rolled
and totaled the ’67 Bug she’d acquired in 1974
had for 14 years. The specs for her “new” ’55:
2100cc, 82 stroke x90.5 bore, 44 Webber carbs,
Rancho pro comp plus 4-speed, 4-wheel disc
brakes, chromed 15” Porsche wheels, semaphore turn indicators and oval window.

Also featured in the Goodguys magazine: Kristy and Jerry Keller’s ’55 Dodge Coronet also
at the Del Mar Nationals and which the magazine said “captures the ’50’s street look with
slightly lowered stance and Lancer four-bar wheel covers on red rims wrapped in wide
whites. Hemi power under the hood.”

Above, member Jim Signorelli and his 340 Duster came to the rescue
when Julie and Jeﬀ Walker’s ’70 Challenger refused to start while in
Ramona. Key turned, nothing. After a jump-start, a drive to Jim’s and
a few hours of trouble-shooting, including buying and trying a new
voltage regulator, they found the dome light was staying on due to
malfunctioning in-the-door on/oﬀ switches, thus draining the battery. Bulb removed, battery recharged, problem solved.

The ”Battle of the Boats” at Barona last month featured members Bill Baugh and his ’66 Hemi
Satellite (above top) and Jonathan Gbenekama and his ’70 Cuda (bottom) racing against
member Geoﬀ Fischer’s ’69 Pontiac Firebird. Geoﬀ drove the faster “boat” that night.

Progress! Milton Karahadian’s ’70 Charger
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MOPARS In MAY: May 15

Debbie and Larry Johnson showed their Magnum.
Milton Karahadian’s ’70 Cuda took 1st in E Body Modiﬁed, and Rick Bobick’s
’65 Dodge Coronet took 2nd in B Body Modiﬁed at Mopars in May.

Engine bay of Carl Ashworth’s
2011 Challenger, with warning.

Above, Skip Rentie (right) with son Ryan and son-inlaw Jessie next to Skip’s ’69 Coronet RT. Below, Milton
preps his ’70 Cuda, aka the Black Fish.
Woody Widman and Curt Bogdan showed their ’70 AAR Cuda.
Above, Jim Signorelli’s 2015
Hellcat Challenger.
Left, Rick Bobick’s
’65 Coronet 440 Hemi

Homes for Our Troops escorts: May 21

Above, Bob’s ’14 SRT Core Challenger, Walkers’ ’70 440 Six Pak, Jim’s
340 Duster, and right: Jonathan’s ’66 Fury and Bill’s Ram Rumble Bee

Helping escort two injured
veterans and their families
to a May 21 ceremony announcing that Homes for Our
Troops would be building
them mortgage-free homes
in Ramona were MCSD members, from left: Jonathan
Gbenekama, Bill Baugh, Jeﬀ
(and Julie) Walker, Geoﬀ
Fischer and Jim Signorelli.
Photos by Julie
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MCSD at Paciﬁc Islander Beer Co.’s Mopar Day: May 22

22 MCSD Mopars among 40 at this “Mopar Day” show, with eight out of 10 winners from MCSD: far left, Rick Bobick,
then from third from left are Bob Martello, John Signorelli, Jeﬀ Walker, Milton Karahadian, Jonathan Gbenekama;
and far right, Bill Baugh. Not pictured: Carl Parrick. Below are many of the MCSD members who enjoyed this show.

Cruisin’ Grand: May 27

George Bittle’s ’67 Charger

All on this page are MCSD club cars and members

Jim Bowen’s ’64 Barracuda

Marv Reiser’s Barracuda
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LET’S GO&Show

Check for event updates & additions:
www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org (car club council)
Facebook: @San Diego Association of Car Clubs
www.socalcarculture.com/events.html
CAR SHOWS
Sat June 11: Fords & Friends Show, 9am-2pm
Grape Day Park, Escondido
Beneﬁts Meals on Wheels, Armed Services YMCA
$30 registration by May 28 / $35 after and day-of-show
www.pickupsunlimtedsandiego.com
Sun, Jun 19: Fathers Day Show at Belmont Park, 10am-4pm
Belmont Park, 3146 Mission Blvd, Paciﬁc Beach — 619-201-8207
CarShowCalifornia.com
Sun, Jun 26: Fine Rides & Friends, 1-5pm
Paciﬁc Islander Beer Company, Santee.
Only 40 cars: must call 619-253-0524 and reserve with a text
Mon, Jul 4: Wheels of Freedom Motor Show, 9am-2pm
Hosted by Poway Cruisers; part of the Ranch Bernardo Spirit of
the Fourth celebration; No fee, but MUST be pre-reg’d: limited
to 130 entries — call 858-748-5346
Sat, Jul 9: Muscles Oﬀ Main Street, 9am-2pm
At Guajome Park Academy, 2000 N. Santa Fe Ave., Vista
Donation: $30 by June 30; pancake breakfast, burgers
& hotdogs, vendors, raﬄe, live DJ, awards. https://
MusclesOnMain
**** Sat Jul 16: MCSD’s All-American Car Show, 9am-3pm
Seaport Village (Embarcadero North) Volunteers need to be
there by 6:30am
Sat, Aug 13: Main Street America, 10am-3pm
Seaport Village/Embarcadero North. Beneﬁts SD Center
for the Blind. Pre-reg only: $35. Info: cjm01lawt@gmail.com
www.cocsd.com/msa-2022-registration
Sun, Aug 21: Broken Yolks for Car Show Folks, 8am-2pm
Broken Yolk, 2963 Jamacha Rd, El Cajon; music, trophies, raﬄes.
$20 pre-reg; $25 day of show. 619-201-8207
Sat Aug. 27 Christian Rods & Customs, 9am-2pm
9400 Campo Road, Spring Valley / proceeds beneﬁt Restoration
Ranchwww.christianrodsandcustoms.com

OTHER EVENTS
June 11: SD Automotive Museum Garage Sale
2080 Pan American Plaza 2080 Pan American Plaza

San Diego Association of Car Clubs
First Mondays thru summer, 5-7pm, including July 4
Meet/Greet/Eat: Fosters Freeze lot, 5129 Waring Road, SD

Wednesdays: Cajon Classic Cruise, 5-8pm
Main & Magnolia, El Cajon ; CajonClassicCruise.org
* June 29: American Muscle/Stars & Stripes
* Sept. 21: Mopar Jungle
Thursdays thru Aug. 24, 5-8pm: La Mesa Classic Car Show
La Mesa Blvd, from 4th to Spring St.
Third Thursdays thru Sept: Encinitas Cruise Night
5:30-7:30pm Highway 101 between D and K streets
Fridays thru September: Cruisin’ Grand, 4-9pm
Escondido’s Grand Avenue + adjacent streets
Pre ‘74 cars only; *Mopar Night: July 8

CARS & COFFEE
WEEKLY:
Saturdays: Mopar Club San Diego meet-ups at “The Slab,”
6:45pm-9pm at The Diane Center at Clairemont Mesa Blvd
& Diane Avenue, Clairemont. Behind Starbucks, near a huge
square slab; Carmen’s Mexican restaurant nearby.
Saturdays:
Carlsbad: 7am-9am, 7130 Avenida Encinas
Sundays:
1. Escondido: 8am-11am, Kit Carson Park,
3333 Bear Valley Parkway
2. Escondido: 9-11am
Visual Detailing, 2180 Meyers Avenue
3. Pt. Loma: 8am-10pm, 2750 Dewey Road
MONTHLY:
First Saturdays: In-n-Out Burger, 11am-2pm
12890 Gregg Court, Poway
Second Sundays: JBA Speed Shop: 5:30am-9:30am
5675 Kearny Villa Road
Third Sundays
1. La Mesa Boulevard, 7-9am, between Spring and 4th
2. SD Auto Museum, 7:30-9:30am
2080 Pan American Plaza in Balboa Park
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For Natale & Charlie, It’s “I Do” All Over Again
Church in Williams, was followed,
Longtime MCSD members Naof course, by photos and a reception.
tale and Charlie Shawl, now living in
Among the photos were some Natale
Williams, AZ, ﬁnally got their church
specially requested: with the fullwedding, on May 22, 2022 in Wilsized Smokey Bear statue at the Williams. Friends, including Lee Detro
liams Visitor Center and the iconic
and Marie Roecker, also longtime
Route 66 sign, both shown here.
MCSD members now living in AriCharlie’s been what he calls a
zona, were there to witness and share
Mopar-ite for a long time, joined
in the celebration.
Mopar Club SD a number of years
This was a renewal of vows, but
ago and served as the club’s car
it also was the couple’s long-awaited
council rep for a several years. Natale
church wedding because when Charlie
also became an active member and a
and Natale got married in 2008, it was
Mopar-ite in her own right.
at the San Diego County AdministraThe couple moved to Wiltion Building.
liams—20 miles north of town—in
Back in 2008, Charlie explains,
February 2016. Their three Mopars
“Natale’s daughter was going to get
went, too and are still with them: his
married at Disney World. We decided
Longtime club members Charlie and Natalie Shawl, center,
1967 Charger and their 2013 Charger
to hot-foot it down to the SD County
recently renewed their vows in Williams, AZ., where they now
SXT AWD and 2019 Ram 1500 Longbuilding and get hitched so that our
live. With them for this special event were Lee DeTro and Marie
horn 4WD. Through the years, other
trip to Orlando could be our honeyRoecker, left and right, also club members now living in AZ.
Mopars have included an ’66 Eagle
moon!”
Vision ESI, ’85 Lancer ES 2.2 turbo
They met 63 years ago in high
(which he calls the most fun to drive), a ’90 Dodge/Cummins
school, just as Charlie graduated. But when he graduated from
D350 and a ’08 Ram/Cummins 2500.
Pitt and left for California, they went their separate ways, and
Charlie has no children, but Natale has a daughter from her
both ended up married to others. Fast-forward some 30-plus
ﬁrst marriage, plus three grandsons and a grand-daughter. Charlie
years, and they reconnected in 2004 when Natale came to
says that “all three boys are car guys, but not strict Mopar-ites.”
Poway, where Charlie had been living since 1977.
You can bet Charlie’s working on that.
Their vow renewal ceremony was at St. Joseph the Worker

May 28 club party at Carl Parrick’s: Good food, good fun!

Above from left: John Signorelli with brothers Aaron and Joe Bourdage; Kathy Silcott and Lynne Kotas; Mary Signorelli, Kay Sigorelli and Barbara Baugh
Left photo: from lower
left and around the table:
Debbie Kane, Dave Russell, Bob Gough, Bruce
and Kathy Jamieson and
Debbie Gough

Thank You to Carl Parrick for
hosting a club party at his Bonita
home on May 28. Almost 40 members enjoyed an afternoon of sun and
a catered Mexican buffet.

Photos in this issue provided by:
George Bittle, Lee DeTro, Geoﬀ Fischer,
Bob Gough, Paul Polentz and Julie Walker

MARKETPlace

IN SEARCH OF . . .
. . . a 1969 Plymouth GTX. Must be
operational and numbers matching.
No project cars, please.
Call MCSD member Dino at (619) 980-9700

2 FOR SALE . . .

Right: 2016 Drag Pak Challenger,
with wheelie bars and parachute,
354 Supercharged; not street legal.
Price includes trailer and extra parts.
$90,000 or best. (760) 689-8096

FOR SALE . . .

Left: Original 1966 Dodge
Hemi Charger. Blue interior. In
the process of being refurbed.
Best oﬀer. (760) 689-8096
(Dog not included)

7.00-13 wheel from
a Barracuda.
Also a starter motor
available.
Jerry Keller:
kellerrace@aol.com
(760) 789-3396

FOR SALE . . .

FREE . . .TO MCSD MEMBER
Factory airbox for a 2015 or later Challenger Hellcat. Can bring to June
MCSD meeting. Jeﬀ Walker: jeﬀ@wc-ms.com or (619) 985-7481

Mopar A-822 4-speed
Hemi case, E-body housing,
23-spline input, 30-spline output. Completely
disassembled, ready for a rebuild! $800.
Email MCSD member Jim: bowen1@cox.net
Pictures upon request

Please Support Those Who Support Us
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Ads for the PentaGram
Contact: JM Walker: editor@moparclubsandiego.net

Classiﬁed Ads: Free to club members; non-members: $10/mo
Display Ads Members free; non-members: $25/mo (six-month min for non-mems):

Ad rates for the website
Contact Paul Polentz: Webmaster@moparclubsandiego.net
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CAR SHOW tees and
more: Orders to be
taken at June 8 mtg

Above: AACS
car show tees
Right:
“Mopar”
shirts
and other
items
Info at June 8
MCSD meeting
or contact
Milton
for more
information
via
mkarahad@
pointloma.edu

