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REVVING 
UP

with Milton

By Milton Karahadian
MCSD President

I’ve told you all on many occasions 
how much I appreciate this club. Over 
the past few years, we’ve grown, not 
just in numbers, but in what we accom-
plish. Every year, we raise more money 
for our military benefi ciaries via our 
All-American Car Show and have more 
people stepping into leadership roles. 
That’s something to be proud of.

But even with all that progress, 
there is still more we can do.

“We are a group of enthusiasts who 
are dedicated…” That’s what’s written 
on our contact card. I want to focus on 
that word: dedicated.

Being dedicated means commit-
ment. It means loyalty. It means show-
ing up, putting in effort, and support-
ing the club consistently over time. 
Simply put, it means the club matters 
to you. You’re not just a member; you 
are involved, you care, and you invest 
yourself in it.

This is an encouragement for those 
who may only come once a month, grab 
a taco, and attend one or two events a 
year (not including the Christmas par-
ty). Meanwhile, there are more people 
than ever in leadership who are putting 
in hours behind the scenes—preparing 
meetings, organizing AACS, buying 
supplies, planning events, creating 
service opportunities, working on the 
website and the newsletter, and think-
ing through the future of club events, 
organizing supplies for club members 
and operations—all to give members 
the best experience possible.

That’s dedication.
And when those same people look 

around and see low turnout and partici-
pation, especially from a club with more 
than 110 members, it can be discourag-
ing. They begin to wonder, “Why am I 
even doing this?”

I understand that feeling. Each 
month, I take time to write a thoughtful 
article for our PentaGram newsletter, 
and maybe 30 out of 120 email address-
es read it. I’m not looking for affi rma-
tion—and neither are the people serving 
in leadership. What matters most to us 
is simple:

Show up.
When members participate con-

sistently, it creates energy, pride, and 
momentum. That’s what keeps a club 
alive and thriving.

Our private club functions are 
especially important. That’s where real 
connections are built. It’s where we 

relax, communicate openly, 
share ideas, tell stories, and 
align where we’re going. 
These moments shape the 
future of the club. When 
you attend, you’re not just 
present, you’re strength-
ening relationships and 
helping build a true sense 
of belonging.

At the end of the day, 
a strong and respected car 
club isn’t built by a hand-
ful of people doing all the 
work. It’s built by everyone. 
It’s built by showing up, 
standing together, and tak-
ing pride in being part of 
something special.

We are doing better—
but we can do even better.

I’m grateful for those 
who are already dedicated, 
but do not want to name 
names. Those who plan 

events like our Santee Cars & Cof-
fee, swap meet hangouts, club picnics, 
beach bonfi res, Mopar cruises; those 
who maintain our website and produce 
our newsletter, lead community service 
activities such as Feeding San Diego; 
those who are trying to fi nd extra re-
sources to meet our fi nancial goals; and 
those who put in so many hours plan-
ning and staging our annual All-Ameri-
can Car Show.

What I, and everyone on our leader-
ship team, wish is simple:

We wish to see more of you become 
involved; be more dedicated.

I realize that we all have busy lives 
with family, friends, work and myriad 
California distractions, but let’s do bet-
ter!

Mopars Forever 
Milton

Dedicated

AI-generated art
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Officers
President — Milton Karahadian

Vice President — Mike Stumpo

Treasurer — Chris Von Olnhausen

Secretary — Julie Walker

Others
All-American Car Show 2026

Jim Bowen

Marketing & Sponsorships
Julie Licari

Car Club Council Reps
Bill Baugh & Bob Gough

Cruisemeisters
East County: Jim Signorelli

& Bob Martello
North County: Woody Widman

South County: Carl Parrick

Community Service & Social Director
Sheri Hendrickson

Information Services
Webmaster
Paul Polentz

PentaGram Newsletter
Julie Walker

Facebook
Julie Licari & Sheri Hendrickson

Band App
James Leitner

MOPAR CLUB
OF SAN DIEGO

EST. July 1993

Club Contact Info:
moparclub-info@moparclubsandiego.net

Website: moparclubsandiego.net
Facebook.com/MoparClubSanDiego

Mailing Address:
NEW: PO Box 710213, Santee CA 92072

Mopar News Links
https://www.Stellpower.com
https://www.Motales.com
https://www.DodgeGarage.com/news/tag/mopar
https://MoparInsiders.com
https://www.Carscoops.com/tag/mopar
https://blog.Mopar.com
https://www.Autoblog.com/tag/mopar

Mopar Online Connections
Some options for connecting online with other
Mopar folks with Mopars like yours or for information,
suggestions and assistance regarding Mopars:
 A Bodies: www.ForABodiesOnly.com
 B Bodies: www.ForBBodiesOnly.com
 C Bodies: www.ForCBodiesOnly. com
 E Bodies: www.ForEBodiesOnly.com
Modern Challengers: www.ChallengerForumz.com
 separated by Hellcat, Scat Packs, etc., and
 includes a section for classic Challengers
Chargers, modern+classic: www.ChargerForumz.com

Note: You can read these online boards for free, but you must 
join to post (free) — or pay the annual fee and lose the ads!

For the A,B,C,E Boards: $50 / year
For ForumZ Boards: Various levels

If you know of other helpful boards, do share! 
  

Mopar Club of San Diego is
registered as a public charity 509(a)(2) and is a

member of the San Diego Association of Car Clubs

Thank you to those who contributed 
to this issue of The PentaGram
Curt Bogdan, Aaron Bourdage, Dwight

Brinkerhoff , Tony D’Agostino, Chris Evans,
Bob Gough, Sheri Hendrickson, Cathy

Jamieson, Noreen Karaginides, Michael
Montag, Carl Parrick, Paul Polentz, Kathy

Silcott, Mike Stumpo, Chris Von Olnhausen, 
Paul Wake, Jeff  Walker and Woody Widman

www.moparclubsandiego.net
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Registration for our ALL-AMERICAN CAR SHOW (AACS) Aug. 8, 2026, is now open!
Show informtion and online registration are on our website

www.moparclubsandiego.net
Webmaster Paul Polentz has placed a link there,
“ANNOUNCING: All American Car Show 2026,”

on the home page that navigates to show info and registration pages.
Members are asked to register: This isw a fundraiser for our SD military benefi ciaries.

By Tara Hurlin
Updated / March 25, 2026
Hemmings.com in Car Features, News, Trucks and SUVs

If you thought the era of big-bore, naturally aspirated V8 
family haulers was dead, Dodge just threw a 6.4-liter Hemi-
shaped wrench into that theory. The 2026 Dodge Durango R/T 
392 Launch Edition has offi cially arrived, and it’s basically an 
SRT in an R/T suit—complete with a massive discount.

The Heart of the Beast: 392 Cubic Inches of Freedom
For the fi rst time ever, the legendary 6.4-liter (392 cubic-

inch) Hemi V8 is standard on the R/T trim. We’re talking 475 
horsepower and 470 pound-feet of torque, which is a stagger-
ing 32% increase in power over the outgoing 5.7-liter R/T. 
This setup allows for a blistering 0-60 MPH in 4.4 seconds, an 

NHRA-certifi ed quarter mile of 12.9 seconds, and a 
top speed of 160 miles-per-hour.

Dodge hasn’t just dropped a bigger engine and 
walked away. This “Launch Edition” comes standard 
with all the “go-fast” hardware you actually want, 
including Brembo high-performance brakes with six-
piston fronts and four-piston rears, adaptive damping 
suspension, and an electronic limited-slip rear axle.

Family Hauler or Track Weapon? Yes.
You can drop the kids at soccer and then go em-

The 392 Roars Again: 2026 Dodge Durango R/T 392 Launch Edition
barrass some sports cars at the stoplight. But it’s not all just tire 
smoke and V8 burble; this thing is a workhorse. It features Best-
in-Class Towing, out-hauling every other three-row SUV with 
a massive 8,700-pound towing capacity. Additionally, AWD is 
Standard, as every R/T 392 features an active all-wheel-drive 
system that varies torque based on how much of a “lead foot” 
you’re feeling like.

The “How is it this Cheap?” Pricing
This is the part that’ll make you do a double-take. Back 

in 2024, if you wanted this engine in a Durango SRT 392, you 
were looking at a $75,590 sticker price. However, the 2026 
R/T 392 Launch Edition now starts at a much more aggres-
sive $49,995 MSRP. For those who want the full experience, 
the “Premium” upgrade is available for $57,595, which adds a 

massive 18-speaker Harman Kardon system, 
sleek carbon-fi ber interior accents, a suede 
headliner, and high-performance two-piece 
brake rotors for superior cooling.

Visuals and Cockpit
The Launch Edition isn’t shy. It 

rocks body-color fl ares, a distinctive rear 
spoiler, and 20?10-inch Satin Carbon 
wheels wrapped in Pirelli Scorpion Zero 
Run-Flat rubber. Inside, you get Nappa 
leather and suede seats with heavy-duty SRT 
bolsters to keep you planted during “spir-
ited” school runs.

Colors? Dodge is bringing the heat with 
the new “Green Machine” alongside clas-
sics like B5 Blue, Destroyer Gray, and Red 

Oxide.
Dodge just 

turned the R/T 
into a true muscle 
SUV and slashed 
the price by near-
ly $24,000 com-
pared to the old SRT 
392.

Orders are open 
now in all 50 states.

Stellantis photos

www.moparclubsandiego.net
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South County
Club Cruise:

March 21,
 from Bonita to

South Bay Marina

Cruise organizer Carl Parrick, front left, and some of the MCSD members and friends 
who joined the club’s South County cruise from Bonita to Jamul to South Bay Marina, 
stopping at Filippi’s for lunch — 48 miles, 18 folks, 10 Mopars, 1 gorgeous day!

The next Mopar Club 
cruise will be in North 

County, on April 24. 
More info on

page 6

Above: Getting ready to run . . .
Left: MCSD Mopars in the South 
County back country
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MCSD GIVING& Caring
Club Members Donate Time
& Caring

Club Members Donate Time
& Caring

to Feeding San Diego: March 7

Above: club members who 
volunteered their time at 
Feeding SD on March 7 
were, from front, clockwise: 
Sheri Hendrickson, Bob and 
Debbie Gough, Maryann and 
Scott Ring, Adam Whitcomb, 
Stephanie Whitcomb, Julie 
Walker, Cheyenne Hasse-
brock (Stephanie’s daughter) 
and Jeff  Walker

We helped sort, bag 51,613 
pounds of produce that day! 

Sorting and bagging mandarin oranges for families in need was the 
order of the day. Above right, from left:  Cheyenne, Julie, Stephanie, 
Debbie, Jeff  and Adam. Scott in background, red shirt.

Above: Adam Whitcomb, Julie 
Walker, Stephanie Whitcomb
and Debbie Gough, sorting out 
damaged mandarins and bag-
ging the good ones

Left: Sheri, Debbie and Julie

Above, Scott Ring and Bob Gough

Left: Discovered in the bins
of mandarins was this one,
damaged in the shape of a heart, 
which brought lots of smiles
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Club ACTIVITIES
NEXT MOPAR CLUB SD MEETING: April 9

The March meeting again will include the The March meeting again will include the Goodie Auction, to raise money to buy , to raise money to buy 

NORTH COUNTY CLUB CRUISE: April 24
Woody Widman has scheduled another club members’ North County cruise for Friday, 
Apr. 24. Meet-up will be at 10am at Double Peak Park, 900 Double Peak Dr., San 
Marcos—a summit park with panoramic ocean views: on clear days, from Tijuana and 
on up north. The cruise will be through the back country to the Palomar Observatory, 
with a lunch stop at Josie’s Hideout Saloon (on your own $). All club members invited.
Woody says: “Set aside the day, and bring an athletic Mopar!” RSVPs needed so he can 
make let Josie’s know how many to expect. Email: dreamcaraar@gmail.com.

MOPAR NIGHT at CRUISIN’ GRAND: July 31
Escondido’s Cruisin’ Grand cruise nights will begin Friday, June 5, on Grand Avenue 
and adjacent side streets in Escondido, and will continue every Friday night from 
then on, possibly into September. Mopar Night will be Friday, July 31, with Mopars 
invited to fi ll Broadway on the south side of Grand. As per organizer’s request: classic 
Mopars in the front section (from Grand to alley); moderns in the second section.

Club
Calendar

APRIL
  8: Mopar Club SD Meeting
 9-12: WinterNationals, Pomona         
 10-12: Good Guys, Del Mar
 18-19: CPW Spring Fling. Van Nuys
 25: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee
 31: North County Club Cruise
MAY
 13: Mopar Club SD Meeting
 23: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee
JUNE
 10: Mopar Club SD Meeting
 19-21: NASCAR, San Diego
 27: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee
JULY
  8: Mopar Club SD Meeting
 25: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee
 31: Mopar Night at Cruisin’ Grand/Esc
AUGUST
   8: Our All-American Car Show
 12: Mopar Club SD Meeting
 22: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee
SEPTEMBER
   9: Mopar Club SD Meeting
 26: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee,  
 26: Santee Lakes club picnic after
OCTOBER
 14: Mopar Club SD Meeting
 24: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee
NOVEMBER
 11: Mopar Club SD Meeting
 12-15: NHRA Finals, Pomona
 28: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee
DECEMBER
 TBA: Christmas Party
 25: Hot Rod Holly’s Christmas Cruise
 26: MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffee

Mopar Mtgs: Casa Machado, Kearny Mesa, 
2nd Wednesdays (Jan-Nov), meeting at 7pm,
come any time after 5:30pm for meet & eat
MCSD’s Santee Cars & Coffees: 7-10am,
4th Saturdays, Pathways Church parking lot,
9636 Carlton Hills Blvd.9636 Carlton Hills Blvd.9636 Carlton Hills Blvd
SD Swap Meet: Pechanga Arena, SD

Apparently Chuck was a Mopar guy . . .
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SHOWING& Sharing

WINNER! Dave Russell and his ’66 Barracuda, above, took 
home one of the dozen trophies awarded at the show

WINNER! Stephanie and Adam Whitcomb and their
2022 Challenger GT also were awarded one of the 12 trophies2022 Challenger GT also were awarded one of the 12 trophies

Summer Fling in Spring
& Sharing

Summer Fling in Spring
& Sharing

March 28

Above, Jeff  Walker, right, and Mike Miller (Pal Joey’s) with Mike’s ‘70 Charger 
which he recently purchased from John Joseph

Tom Ziarkowski, Jeff  Walker, ex-member Jerry Harrison and Dan Harp

Below: MCSD Mopars pictured below at this show in Clairemont, from 
left: Julie and Jeff  Walker’s ‘70 Challenger, Dave Russell’s ‘66 Barracuda, 
Bill Baugh’s ‘66 Hemi Satellite, Tom Ziarkowski’s ‘67 Barracuda convert-
ible and Dan Harp’s ‘67 Coronet 500
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SHOWING& Sharing

Mopar Club SD’s Santee Cars & Coff ee March 28

& Sharing& Sharing& Sharing& Sharing

Midnight at the Oasis
Yuma, March 6-8

Cathy Jamieson’s plum crazy ’68 Barracuda won honors at 
the Yuma Midnight at the Oasis show held last month.  Out 
of 1,000 cars entered, only 25 were recognized as best of the 
best. ”Bruce and I couldn’t be more excited!”

Below, Veep last and Veep new: 
Peter Dahlke, the club’s 2025 vice 
president, and Mike Stumpo, our 
current vice president, talk cars 
and more

Nothin’ Wiley about these birds:
Paul Polentz’s  ’69 Road Runner, left, 
and Paul Wake’s  ’68 Road Runner

The club’s next Santee Cars & Coff ee 
will be Sat., April 25, in the Pathways 
Church parking lot, from 7-10am: 4th 
Saturday of each month

At left and above right: member 
Steve Karaginides’ ’65  Dodge 
Dart GT he bought in 1969 when 
he was a sophomore in high 
school. He and wife Noreen 
dated in this car! 
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SHOWING& Sharing
Motors 4 Music — March 14, San Marcos HS

& Sharing
Motors 4 Music — March 14, San Marcos HS

& Sharing

 Jeff  Walker, Julie Walker, John Joseph and Brad Heavey
Left: Woody Widman and his ’72 Rally Charger

Julie and Jeff  Walker and their ’68 Plymouth GTX 440

Gary Pandolfi , Chris Von Olnhausen and James 
Maxwell with Jeff , Julie and Kathy

 Woody and Jeff , wearing   
 his oh-so-subtle Mopar shirt

Left: Julie with Kathy Silcott and
her 2021 Challenger Red Eye Hellcat
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MEMBERDoings

Kathy Silcott needed a getaway to 
recharge, so she headed to Las Vegas, 
looking for new adventures and ex-
periences as well as some ”me time.“ 
She then drove a Porsche 911 GT on 
the racetrack at Dream Racing (left), 
and went on a sightseeing helicopter 
tour of the area (below), her fi rst time 
in a helo. So much fun, she returned 
another day for a second fl ight.

BEACH CRUISIN’
MOPAR STYLE

While in Las Vegas, Kathy met up with fellow club
member Lee DeTro, who thought the Dream Racing 
experience sounded so cool, he just had to get his
own dream car track experience: his choice was a
wicked new Corvette.

The regular North County Friday cruisers took advantage

Doings
The regular North County Friday cruisers took advantage

Doings
of a spectacular day March 20 and headed for the beach in
Oceanside, cruising beachside, led by club cruise regular
Tony D’Agostino in his ’32 Ford roadster: but wait! That
roadster has a 50’s 392 Hemi! (left and below)

The club’s North County Cruise will be Friday, April 24, from San 
Marcos’ Double Peak Park to the Palomar Observatory/See page 6

“RELAXING,”
VEGAS STYLE
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Check for event updates & additions:
www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org

Facebook:  @San Diego Association of Car Clubs
www.socalcarculture.com/events.html
NEW: www.MoparEventsCalendar.com

https://goodoleboyssandiego.com/current-event-calendar

LET’S GO&Show
CAR SHOWS

CARS & COFFEES

APR. 9-12: NHRA Winter Nationals at Pomona

APR. 10-12: Goodguys Del Mar Nationals
Del Mar Fairgrounds / Info: good-guys.com/dmn

APR. 11-30: Route 66 Centennial along the Mother Road

APR. 18: Ramona Senior Center Car Show, 10am-2pm
Grace Community Church, 1234 Barger Pl., Ramona
No fee, donations to Ramona Senior Center accepted
All vehicles /All years / Trophies / Raffl e / Silent Auction
DJ / Free hot dogs til they’re gone.
Info: Leroy Clubb, 619-980-3647

APR. 18: Revved Up & Re-Loved Vintage & Classics Show 
9am-2pm, Valhalla High School, 
Benefi ting Valhalla Instrumental Music Dept. 
Classic cars, thrift treasures, community vibes
Must RSVP: Text to 619-253-0524
Info: president@ValhallaMusic.org

APR. 19: Trueline Customer Appreciation Show, 8am-1pm
210 W. Bradley Ave., El Cajon / www.truelinewheel.com
Top 10 trophies, live music, free hot dog lunch til they’re gone

Sat-Sun APR. 18-19
Chrysler Performance West’s Spring Fling

APR. 26: Heartbeat Happening, 9am-2pm
Bates Nut Farm, hosted by Heartbeat Classics
15954 Woods Valley Road, Valley Center
All years, makes, models/trophies, craft show, dashpallques
$30 pre-reg prior to April 22 / $35 after and no dash plaque
Carshowcalifornia.com

JUN. 13: Fords & Friends Car Show, 9am-2pm
NTC Park, 2455 Cushing Rd., SD / $25 pre June 7, $30 after
All vehicles / All years / Raffl es / 50-50 / Trophies / Music
https://pickupsunlimitedsandiego.regfox.com/37th-annual-
fords-friends-car-show

JUN. 19-21: NASCAR in San Diego

AUG. 8: MCSD’s All-American Car Show at Seaport Village

Wednesdays
El Cajon: 5-7:30pm, Cajon Classic Cruises
 Main & Magnolia (May-Aug)
2nd Wednesdays 
Oceanside: 6-9pm, South O Brewing, 1575 So. Pac. Coast Hwy
Thurdays
La Mesa: 5-8pm, LM Village Classic Car Shows
 La Mesa Blvd., (Jun-Aug) 
Fridays
Midway District: 6-9pm, Classic Malt Shop 3615 Midway Dr.
Escondido: Cruisin’ Grand - Grand Ave. beginning June 6

WEEKLY
Saturdays
Bonita: 7-9am, Bonita Donuts, 4414 Bonita Rd
Carlsbad: 7-9am, 7130 Avenida Encinitas
Rancho Santa Fe: 8-11am, Paseo Delicios
Sundays:
Escondido: 8-11am, Kit Carson Park, 3333 Bear Valley Pkwy

MONTHLY
First Saturday
Clairemont: 10am-1pm, STP Bar & Grill
 5487 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.
San Diego: 11am, Classics at the Pub, 2415 Morena Blvd.
Poway: In-n-Out Burger, 11am-2pm, 12890 Gregg Ct.

Second Saturday
San Diego: 4-7pm, Evening Gearhead Rendezvous,
 2415 Morena Blvd.

Third Saturday
Jamul: 8-10am, TSC Tractor Supply, 3018 Jefferson Rd.

Fourth Saturday
Santee: 7-10am, Mopar Club SD’s Santee Cars & Coffee,
 9636 Carlton Hills Blvd. / Pathways Church pkg lot

First Sunday
Santee: 7-9am, Mary’s Donuts, 8959 Carlton Hills Blvd.

Second Sunday
Kearny Mesa: dawn-9:30am, JBA Speed Shop,
 5675 Kearny Villa Rd
Oceanside: 4-7pm, In-n-Out Burger, 5605 Frazee Rd.

Third Sunday
Balboa Park: 7:30-9:30am, SD Automotive Museum,
 2080 Pan American Plaza
La Mesa: 7-9am, La Mesa Blvd, between Spring and 4th Sts
Fourth Sunday
Chula Vista: 11:30am-2pm, Black Angus, 707 E St. 

CRUISE NIGHTS

www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org
www.socalcarculture.com/events.html
www.MoparEventsCalendar.com
https://goodoleboyssandiego.com/current-event-calendar
www.good-guys.com/dmn
www.carshowcalifornia.com
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MARKETPlace

FOR SALE
2003 Dodge Dakota: quad cab, runs,

new tires, 5-spd, trans lost 1st 3 gears.
Approx. 170k miles.

For details: Bob, 619-750-2954
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FOR SALE

4 new OEM polished trim rings,
fi t 7”x15” wheels , $150. Cash goes to
All-American Car Show as a donation
from club member Bruce Jamieson.
Call/text Bob Gough: 760-902-1300

PENTAGRAM ADS :
Free to club members / Published monthly.

Deadline 25th of month
secretary@moparclubsandiego.net

club website: webmaster@moparclubsandiego.net


