
PentaGram
The Newsletter of the Mopar Club/San Diego

www.moparclubsandiego.net SEPTEMBER 2024

REVVING 
UP

with Milton

By: Milton Karahadian
MCSD President

What to do with all my stuff?

What to do with all my stuff?
This may not be a happy article for 

some of us because we have too much 
stuff. I have heard it said that Mopar 
people hoard their cars and parts. I must 
first look at myself. My philosophy has 
been to save all the parts for my current 
build because you never know if you 
might need it. And then get rid of all the 
spare parts.

That had served me well through 
two builds, the ’70 Cuda and the ’65 300 
L. But the other day I bought something 
I didn’t need, but they were some cool 
parts. Should I tell you what they were? 
Well, in the spirit of transparency, I will. 

A few club members and I went to 
the house of a guy who had so many old 
parts; none of which I needed for any of 
my other two builds in progress. But the 
parts were cool. I bought a late ’50s 2-4 
barrel manifold with two correct Carter 
carbs with the stock air cleaners and 
filters. He even threw in a spare set of 
air filters. I don’t need this setup for any 
of my builds. As a matter of fact, I just 
restored a whole setup and put it on the 
413 in my 300. I even sold a setup two 
years ago that I got from my uncle’s parts 
collection after his death.

Then while I was there, I started to 
get an idea that I wanted to put a 4-speed 
in the 300 C body. This guy had an old 
833 he was using to hold open a gate, so 
I said I’d take it, not even knowing if it 
would fit.

Then he said, “You need a drive shaft 
to connect to that early model 833 tail 
shaft.” And then I was introduced to the 
“Ball and Trunnion joint.” It is a combina-
tion of both universal and slip joints, in 
one assembly. The ball trunnion universal 
joint consists of a ball-type head that is 

fastened to one end of the propeller or 
drive shaft. A pin or cross shaft is pressed 
through this end of the shaft, forming a 
‘T’ shape. These sliding joints at each 
end, with a spring at each end, keep the 
shaft from sliding easily back and forth 
and to also allow for some flexing of 
chassis. I have since heard that many of 
the modern cars use this same technology. 
He directed me through the weeds in the 
backyard to find the driveshaft.

The point here is that I didn’t need 
any of it, but I was enticed by the price 
and possibilities. Now it fills my already-
tight garage with parts I don’t need (Come 
to find out the 833 was for an A body).

Now I know you and I all have parts 
and cars that fill our storage areas. Do we 
really need or maybe want all that? Our 
friend whose house we were at is in his 
70’s and realizes that he “can’t take it with 
him.” He has no one to pass down his 
stuff, so he’s trying his best to find good 
homes for his stash of cars and parts.

One day, we will all be there. I was 
fortunate that my uncles passed down 
their cars, parts and tools to me, and I will 
pass my stuff to my son. But you might 
not have anyone to leave your stuff to? 
What are you going to do? Do you have a 
plan? Are you going to leave it all to the 
relatives who might care or care less, or 
maybe don’t have anyone, or it ends up 
in probate court? Worse yet: the landfill 
which our friend is afraid of?

I have three suggestions: 1. Start giv-
ing or selling stuff cheap to a young gear-
head; 2. Donate the cars to a charity so 
they can turn it into cash, and help them 
succeed with their mission; 3. Sell it now 
and at below market-value to someone 
who will enjoy it for years to come.

Whatever you do, start planning now. 
And on top of all that it is quite a way to 
leave your legacy.

Anyone need some cheap parts?
Mopars Forever??

Milton
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CNN reported Sept. 6 that Stellantis is recalling more than 1.2 
million Ram 1500 vehicles due to a software malfunction in the 
anti-lock brake system (ABS). The vehicles being recalled include 
certain 2019, 2021-2024 Ram 1500 trucks, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Association.

Stellantis said that should the ESC disable, it would not affect 
the foundation brake function and that the ABS, ESC, Adaptive 
Cruise Control and Forward Collision Warning indicator lights 
would illuminate when the vehicle was started, to show the systems 
are unavailable. Dealers will update the ABS software for free of 
charge. 

The recall comes after a similar recall in June that affected 
almost 158,000 Ram 2500 pick ups. In a separate news release, the 
NHTSA said Stellantis is recalling certain 2020-2024 Jeep Gladiator 
and 2018-2024 Jeep Wrangler vehicles due to an instrument panel 
cluster that may experience an internal short circuit and fail. 

Stellantis recalls: Ram, Jeep 
Gladiator, Jeep Wrangler

Chrysler Triva Question
(Brazenly stolen from the Inland Mopar Club’s Scat Pack newsletter)

In 1969, all Chrysler Corporation passenger vehicles were in 
direct violation of federal law. Why? Answer on page 11.

Thank you to members who 
provided photos, links and
other items for this issue of

The PentaGram:
Don Bone, Chris Evans, Lee DeTro,
Franco Fonseca, Sheri Hendrickson,
Milton Karahadian, Cody Leathers,

Carl Parrick, Paul Wake, Julie Walker

Anyone missing a chair and its bag?
Member Kay Signorelli doesn’t know when or how it happened, 

but after a recent show or event, she came home with a chair in a 
blue 7

bag instead of the umbella in a blue bag that she took to that 
event. She asks those who think they have a chair in a blue bag to 
check to make sure you have what you expect to find there. And if 

www.moparclubsandiego.net
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“Hot Rod” Magazine’s Intro

to the Challenger: December 1969
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SHOWING& Sharing
El Cajon Cruise Night: Mopar Jungle — September 4

Don Bone’s ’70 Dodge Hemi Challenger was 
awarded Best of Show honors, right,

with Charger Steve and “his Charger Girls” 
there to help Don celebrate

Below, two of those gals, including Mopar Club 
SD member Hot Rod Holly, at right, stopped at 
Sheri Hendrickson’s 2021 Charger Daytona RT 
for this photo opp with Sheri, who is in center

Left, Cam Whittier’s
1972 Rallye Charger

Below, Matt Domen’s 2015
Hellcat Challeger in the fore-
ground, with Julie and
Jeff Walkers’ Plum Crazy
’70 Challenger 440 Six-Pack 
behind it

Right, Paul Wake and Don Bone

Mopar Jungle in El Cajon: https://youtube.com/watch?v=71Ki609wN18

https://youtube.com/watch?v=71Ki609wN18
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SHOWING& Sharing
Mopar Club San Diego’s Cars & Coffee: August 24

The club’s Cars & Coffee
is held the 4th Saturday of the 

month — in the Pathways 
Church lot at 9626 Carlton Hills 
Blvd, Santee, from 7am-9am. 

Next date is Sept, 28

From left below: Jonathan Gbenekama, Bob Martello,
Milton Karahadian and Steve Williams

Dodge Power: Left, Jerry Keller with Sheri Hendrickson’s
2021 Charger Daytona RT and Kristy and Jerry’s
’64 Dodge ProStreet with parachute  

Above, Jonathan, Ruby and Melissa
Gbenekama with their ’70 Hemi Cuda

Above, Jim Signorelli talks cars
with another afficionado.

Left, Jim’s ”new” Dodge Ram,
recently purchased from
fellow member Ben Giangiulio

Bob Gough’s 2010 SRT Challenger

Below: Kristy and Jerry Keller, morning coffees in hand
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MEMBERNews Bits

Members of the DePauw Dart Restoration 
Team at the August club meeting, from left: 
Team Leader Jonathan Gbenekama, Shawn 
Rover, Chris Von Olnhausen, Jeff Walker, 
Don Bone, Tim Whittier, Jim Signorelli, Cory 
Whittier, Milton Karahadian, Brad Heavey, 
Peter Dahlke, Gary Pandolfi, Bob Martello 
and Matt Domen. Missing were Jim, Jack 
and Kyle Bowen, Curt Bogdan, Cam Whit-
tier and Dwight Brinkerhoff.

Left: The completed Dart at our car show

Challenger vs Road Runner? Tough 
choice: Which does she like best? 

James Maxwell of DodgeGarage.com 
was at our Aug. 3 All-American Car 

Show and set up this fab photo of
Don Bone’s ’70 Hemi Challenger

and Paul Wake’s ’69 Road Runner 

Above: Paul Parrick and Bob Gough joined two others 
for some golf at the Chula Vista Municipal Golf Course 
on Aug. 28. They admitted they scored poorly, 
adding the course was in bad condition.
“But we had a lot of fun!”

Close but...One of our All-American Car Show vendors walked over to Paul Wake and gave him with this Rat Fink poster. 
“He wanted me to have it because it looked a bit like my car,” Paul said of his Road Runner, above. Even though the 
poster features a Super Bee, Paul offered to buy it. “He wouldn’t take anything. I thought it was a nice gesture.” 

Cody Leathers is a team captain for 
San Diego’s “Out of Darkness” suicide 
awareness walk Oct. 19 from Liberty 
Station. Anyone interested in joining 
his team or learning more can contact 
him by email: codyleathers@gmail.com 

Suicide
Awareness

Walk
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CONNECTIONS, CARAVANS & LINKS

Explore the Next-Gen Charger
On DodgeGarage.com: 
Next-Gen Muscle Unleashed—Introducing the All-New Dodge Charger

https://www.dodge.com/next-gen-charger.html
(Note: Above photo is a concept photo)

Mopar Night at Escondido’s Cruisin’ Grand
On DodgeGarage.com: 
https://dodge.garage.com/news/article/events/2024/08/escondido-california-mopar-ve-
hicles/invade/the/streets.htm/

“Mopar Jungle” Night at El Cajon Cruises
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71K1609wN18

Member Lee DeTro’s photo links: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.122129070536361716&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.122129076668361716&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.122129080196361716&type=3

MCSD’s All-American Car Show 2024

DodgeGarage.com photos:
Right: Kathleen and Matt Domen’s

2015 Challenger Hellcat draws intense 
interest from the younger set

Below, John Signorelli’s ’68 Road Runner 
(left) and Woody Widman’s ’69 Super Bee 
(right) were both award winners on Mopar 
Night at Cruisin’ Grand.

Local Celebration of Life
for Funny Car Legend 

Hall of Famer nd Funny Car Legend 
Randy Walls will be remembered at a Cel-
ebration of Life  at the Ramona home of 
Kay and Jim Signorelli on Sat., Sept. 14, 
from 2-6pm. Light snacks and beverages 
will be provided, and attendees will be of-
fered the chance to share memories. Some 
special race cars and guests are expected 
to attend. RSVPs are requested — To 
RSVP or for address or more info, contact 
Jim: 619-987-4089 / Sheri: 619-253-0524.

CLUB CAR SHOW
CARAVANS

GREATEST SHOW ON TURF
Sat., Sept. 14 — meet at 7:30am at
The Slab in the shopping center at

Clairemont Mesa Boulevard and Diane.
Caravan departs at 7:45am

COPS & RODDERS at Seaport
Sun., Sept. 22 — meet at 7:30am at

the Star of India at the harbor.
Caravan departs at 7:45am

CLUB ACTIVITIES
MCSD CARS & COFFEE

Our club’s next Cars & Coffee will be 
Sat., Sept. 28, 7-9am in Santee, in the 
parking lot in front of Pathways Church, 
at 9636 Carlton Hills Blvd.

FEEDING SAN DIEGO 
In November, our club plans to support 
the Feed the Hungry program by pack-
ing food items for a couple of hours one 
afternoon. Sheri Hendrickson is seeking 
10 to join her on Sat., Nov. 16, from 1-3pm 
at 9477 Waples St., SD; family members 
welcome. Note: There is a specific sign-up 
process. Contact Sheri at 619-253-0534.

SD Auto Museum Temporary Closure Notice
Beginning Sept. 16, the museum will be closed for Party in the Park prepara-
tions and museum improvements. Car club meetings wil continue as scheduled 

NEW! CLUB PICNIC
Social Director Sheri Hendrickson is set-
ting up a club picnic at the Santee Lakes 
for Sat., Oct. 19. Santee Lakes offers 
many recreational opportunities from 
paddle boat rentals to fishing to volleyball 
courts and a “sprayground” for all ages.
Sheri will have more information at our 
Sept. 11 meeting at Casa Machado.

https://dodge.com.com/next-gen-charger.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=71K1609wN18
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.122129070536361716&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.122129076668361716&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.12212908019631716&type=3
https://dodge.garage.com/news/article/events/2024/escondido-california-mopar-vehicles/invade/the/streets/htm/
www.dodgegarage.com
www.dodgegarage.com
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LET’S GO&Show
Check for event updates & additions:
www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org

Facebook:  @San Diego Association of Car Clubs
www.socalcarculture.com/events.html

https://goodoleboyssandiego.com/current-event-calendar

Sat. Sep 14: Greatest Show on Turf, 9am-3pm
Fundraiser for San Diego Assoc. of Car Clubs
All vehicles $35 / Info: 619-20-8207 or
register at sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org
Club caravan from The Slab at Clairemont Mesa Blvd and
Diane, leaving at 7:45am

Sun. Sep 15: Hot Rods & Customs Car Show, 9am-3pm
Hosted by 5150 Rat Rods at Bates Nut Farm,
15954 Woods Valley Rd., Valley Center /  $30 at gate only

Sat. Sep 21: Ramona Motor Jam Car Show, 10am-2pm
By MacTools, with Exotic Car Garage, Thoroughbred Motors
514 Maple St., Ramona / Proceeds benefit RHS Auto Program
$20 pre-reg / $25 at the door / Customs & Classics
442-358-7810 or Instagram the Ramona Motor Jam

Sat. Sep 21: Brokwn Yolks for Car Show Folks, 8am-2pm
Broken Yolk Cafe, 9832 Mission Gorge Rd,  Santee
Music, trophies, raffles / $25 / 619-201-8207

Sun. Sep 22: Cops & Rodders Fall Pow Wow, 9am-2pm
at Seaport Village Embarcadero North / all vehicles, all years
JC Dumas—y2kchief@att.net or 619-405-6318
Club caravan from the Star of India, leaving at 7:45am

Sat. Sep 28: Ramona Senior Ctr Car Show, 10am-2pm
Grace Community Church, 1234 Barger Pl / 619-980-3647

Tue. Oct 1: San Diego Assoc of Car Clubs Meet-up, 5-7pm 
Estrada’s Taco Shop, 9630 Carlton Hills Blvd., Santee

Fri-Sat Oct 11-12: Murrieta Rod Run
‘76 and older classic cars welcome / downtown Murrieta
Cruise Night Fri 4-8pm and/or Show & Shine Sat 9am-3pm
www.murrietarodrun.com (and scroll down)

Sat. Oct 12:  AutoFest Ramona, 10am-1pm
668 Main St., Ramona - with Ramona Skate Park champs
All years, all vehicles / $30 or $35 day-of-show
www.Carshowcalifornia.com

Sun. Oct 27: Belmont Park Fall Car Show, 3pm-6pm
3146 Mission Blvd, SD / $20 entry fee
Trophies, music, food, and candy to hand out to kids
www.carshowcalifornia.com

Sun. Nov 3: East County Cruisers Car Show & Toy Drive 9am-
2pm / Bates Nut Farm, 15954 Woods Valley Rd., Valley Center
All years, vehicles / $25 pre Oct. 30 and bring unopened toy to 
event. www.eastcountycruisers.com or chargersteve@cox.net

Sat. Nov 16: Mopars & Friends at MoTech, 10am-2pm
MoTech Performance, 41715 Elm St., #301, Murrieta
Hosted by Inland Mopars and includes Ft. Irwin toy drive
Refreshments provided: RSVP req’d limedust70@gmail.com
NOTE: Club caravan to be set up, from I-15 park’n’ride

CARS & COFFEE EVENTS
WEEKLY:
 Wednesdays:
El Cajon: Cruise Nights (thru Oct), Main & Magnolia, 
Encinitas: Cruise Nghts (thru Sep) 5:30-7:30pm on
S. Coast Hwy 101 between D & K streets
 Sundays:
Escondido: 8-11am, Kit Carson Park, 3333 Bear Valley Pkwy
 
BI-MONTHLY & MONTHLY:
 Second Wednesday:
Oceanside: 6-9pm, South O Cruise Night
South O Brewing, 1775 South Pacific Coast Hwy 
 First Saturday:
Clairemont: STP Bar & Grill, 10am-1pm, 5487 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.
Poway: In-n-Out Burger, 11am-2pm, 12890 Gregg Court
 Third Saturday:
Midway District: Classic Malt Shop, 3-8pm, 3625 Midway Dr.  
 Fourth Saturday:
Santee: Mopar Club SD Cars & Coffee, 7-9am
9626 Carlton Hills Blvd. / Pathways Church parking lot
 First Sunday: 
Carlton Hills: 7-9am, 8959 Carlton Hills Blvd. Info: 
wfranksmith@gmail.com
Perris: Perris Airport, 4-7pm thru Oct, 2091 Goetz Road
Santee: 7-9am Mary’s Donuts, 8959 Carlton Hills Blvd.
 Second Sunday:
Oceanside: 4-7pm, In-n-Out Burger,  4605 Frazee Rd.
 Third Sunday:
Balboa Park: 7:30-9:30am, SD Automotive Museum,
2080 Pan American Plaza
Carlsbad: noon-4pm, Spar Customs, 890 Palomar Airport Rd.
Dabbles@sparcustoms.com to reserve a spot
La Mesa: 7-9am, La Mesa Blvd, between Spring and 4th streets
Mira Mesa: 7-9:30am, Donut Touch Bakery, 6755 Mira Mesa Blvd 
 Fourth Sunday:
Chula Vista: 11:30am-2pm, Black Angus, 707 E St. Info: 619-778-139
 First & Third Sundays:
College Grove: 8:30-11:30am, 3436 College Ave.
 Second & Fourth Sundays:
San Diego: 7:30-9:30am, 200 Marina Park Way

www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org
www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org
www.socalcarculture.com/events.html
www.murrietarodrun.com
www.carshowcalifornia.com
www.carshowcalifornia.com
www.eastcountycruisers.com
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MARKETPlace See also page 12
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New! Never Used
Member Franco Fonseca bought this 
brand new A/C unit
for his ’66 Newport,
then changed his
mind: “I didn’t want
to cut into the
firewall,” he said.
Paid $1,200;
Offered for $850

(925) 588-3876 (corrected #)
franco@ smokehousejerky.com 

FOR SALE
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HELP NEEDED:

Member and single-Dad Cody Leathers is 
looking for some help on several levels.

1. He and his son, who have been trying 
to find affordable living accommoda-
tions close to La Mesa, are wondering if 
anyone might have some information 
that would help him and his “awesome 
seven-year-old find a granny flat or rental 
by owner.” 

PAINT REC NEEDED:
Member Mick Schullo is looking for a 
paint shop recommendation. Contact 
him at mschullo@att.net or call him
at 619-569-7093

2. Cody also is looking for space he 
can rent to store his ’66 Sport Fury.  “It 
doesn’t leak any fluids, I have a car cover, 
and even a canopy, but the places I’ve 
been looking at only have one space for 
parking; no garage,” he says. “I know it is 
a big Ask, but I’ve learned in life we never 
get what we want if we don’t at least ask.” 

3. Finally, he is looking help finding some 
pre-’73 C-body disc brakes for his Fury. 

Email him at
codyleathers@gmail.com

PENTAGRAM
AD INFORMATION

Free to club members
$25 per issue for non-members
Member ads also can appear on 

the club website at no cost.

PentaGram is published monthly
Deadline is the 25th of each month 
secretary@moparclubsandiego.net

 

Chrysler Trivia Answer from page 2:
In 1969, all Chrysler Corporation passenger 
vehicles were in direct violation of federal 
law. Why?
Answer: Federal law required that begin-
ning with the 1968 model year, all vehicles 
must have side marker “lights,” front and 
rear, which they did. In 1969, Chrylster’s 
sin was was side marker “reflectors,” as 
opposed to lights.



 SEPTEMBER 2024 — PentaGram—12

MARKETPlace PENTAGRAM AD INFORMATION:
Free to club members / $25 per issue for non-members
Published monthly / Deadline is the 25th of each month 

secretary@moparclubsandiego.net
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