Last month | raved about the SRT
Experience that | did at Las Vegas
Speedway. The program, hosted by Be
Petty pro drivers was a hoot. They not
only looked out for everyone’s safety, but
they made sure that we had a lot of fun.
First class, all the way.

Well, this month’s rant is about the
SRT cars that we drove. If you are think-
ing about a new car in the $40 k range,
you could do a lot worse than an SRT/6
Crossfire or SRT/8 Chrysler 300, Dodge
Magnum, or all-wheel drive Jeep. The
Viper is in a class that is above my sta-
tion. But so are the others, now that |
think about it

But what cars. The two seater super-|
charged Crossfire is at true luxury sports |-
car. | don't think my six foot frame could
ever get used to the small cabin, which is
too bad because the car has all the per- &
formance I'd want. It was actually the
quicker in the drag race event then the
SRT/8 cars. It felt like it was on rails in
the turns, and it stopped on a dime. All
four wheels, it seemed like. As | said, it's
small. :

The SRT/8's all offered serious per- : Sat June 16
formance, too. But all were all different.  : Miramar Marine
The Magnum gives huge interior room. & Air Station
The Charger delivers a four door sedan & Jessie Bowers,
configuration, as does the 300, butits ~ : Tom Ferreira,
more upscale in its appointments. The  : Larry & Debbie 8
Jeep has the baddest persona of the ~ : Johnson and Bill |

bunch, squatted down on its huge tires. : Widmanwere £ .
On the road course, all the SRT/8's haul : there. Bill won $50, which he returned to the charlty

the mail with 425 horsepower. Each has : Sun June 17 Pontiac Pow Wow The Embarcadero _
an interior featuring a rich blend of faux : had lots of cars, and
brushed metal, carbon fiber and wood. & Dave Lancaster and Bill
Each have seats with lots of bolstering  : Baugh attended. His
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Whole lotta racin’!!!
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(you need it) and un-faux suede leather $ Hemi took President's Sy ¥ _peterson,.
inserts. The Jeep was very impressive  + Choice.  Sun June 24 B igthis.|
but stiff riding. All of them all accelerated, : : Mopars @ The Fair 2  Jaworite

handled and braked like no known 4500 : Terry Ulmer, Jim & Kay S . ride,
pound vehicle. Interestingly, | liked the § Signorelli, Shannon and i
300 best. Turns out its suspension is a lit- ¢ Cheryl Corkill, and Dave
tle softer then the others. | figured | must : Lancaster got in for free
be getting old. But | think | liked it : that day. Steve Berroth's
because it had a little more body roll then : ‘Bird was on display
the others. | guess I've grown used to my : inside.  Fri July 7 3
40 year old Barracuda, which | now real- : Escondido Cruise Kristy Keller
ize has a ton of body roll. It would proba- : : took a trophy with her bad
bly be a good drag race against the : Hemi Pro Street. Ted “Diego”
SRT/8's, but it doesn't brake worth a : Montano reports that his
hoot. As for mileage, my 17 mpg doesn't : stroked small block Duster is
compare with the 25mpg of the newer : going faster. At Famosa in
lineup. And my vinyl seats, ergonomically : Bakersfield, Ted got a 10.41 @
speaking, suck. 128 mph (from a previous best
Oh, yeah. If you like really efficient : 10.54 @ 127).  Sat July 28 [}
a/c while you thrash your car, splendid ~ : Club Photo Day Robert '
sounds from the surround speakers con- : Genat will shoot our Club at

nected to the magnificent Sirius : the trolley station behind
radio, and the security of a gps : Qualcomm Stadium at
NAV system, well, don’t buy a — + 4:30pm. Dust off your ride

o — E e
‘Cuda. -Bob Gough, Y'r ‘umble Ed'tr /Prez : and get in the shot! I ne g" Lancaster &
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get by
with a little
help from my

friends

Teamwork. It's the buzzword of manage-
ment consultants. Build teamwork and suc-
cess in your venture is a slam dunk.

But among Mopar enthusiasts, indepen-
dence is more the norm. After all, the car

Profile

are the True Free Thinkers and
tend to go our own way.

So, imagine
trying to
restore a vin-
tage Mopar
with a team
of folks
that
share
equally
in own-
ership,
time spent on the restoration,
and driving time of the car.
Impossible, you say?

Well, this three owner, team-

built 1970 Plymouth AAR ‘Cuda | SRR

is a success story because the
team consists of members have
different expertise, and each
shares the final vision for the pro-
ject. But mostly because they are
friends. And they want to keep it
that way.

Actually, two are father and
son: Woody Widman and his dad
Bill. The third member of the troi-
ka is Curt Bogdan. And this story
begins with Curt.

Back in Chicago in
1980, it was, that Curt, a
junior in high school, bought
this then ten year old AAR. It
had all the stuff that a young
hot rodder wanted,starting
with the venerable 340c.i. T/A
V-8 with Six-Pack carbura-
tion, four speed, and High
Impact paint in the Tor-Red
hue. But it had seen a beat-

er's life. The car had 4.30 rear gears, head-
ers, and lots of rubber in the rear wheel
houses, and 50k on the odo. Unafraid, Curt
plunked down his life’s savings of $3 thou-
sand bucks onto the fender and was proud-
ly driven home in his first car by his buddy,
as Curt was too young to have a license..
When his dad saw, or rather heard, them

: pull into the driveway, he told Curt “Buying

: that thing is the biggest mistake of your life.”
: Over the next seven years, Curt man-

: aged to get a repaint of the sheetmetal in

: the AAR’s original color, using the best lac-
. quer of the day, but losing the “Shockwave”
¢ and AAR emblems. And he pulled the

: engine and rebuilt it with new parts, retain-
: ing the stock bore. In 1987, he and his AAR
: then moved west to the San Diego area.

: Here, he met Woody and

In 1970, Plymout

ly became good friends, a friendship built
around their mutual interest in vintage
Mopars. Curt’s interest was in the things that
he could put a wrench or screwdriver to, while
Woody was interested in the historical
aspects of Mopar Correctness. He was influ-
enced by his dad, Bill, who owns the ‘68
Superbee (PentaGram July 2003), bought
new as the family Widman’s basic transporta-
tion, that is resplendent in it's original paint,
interior and drivetrain to this day, a testament
to Bill's prowess in car maintenance and
detailing.

But Curt needed cash to set himself up in
a business, and reluctantly decided the he
needed to sacrifice his AAR. The car would
have to go to a good home, however, and he
figured that Woody and Bill would be perfect.
Curt lobbied the Widman'’s for a couple of
years to buy his ‘Cuda, but other car projects
had them tied up. Besides, they knew that
Curt would soon regret selling the first car he
ever owned, and they didn’'t want that to hap-
pen, especially if the car wound up in their

The AAR owned by Clubmembers Curt Bogdan and Woody and Bill
Widman came from the factory with Tor Red paint and a four speed
Pistol Grip shifter with console. When the time is right, the console will
be re-installed. Chrome side exit exhaust tips were part of the AAR

package. Below Right: Woody and C
and far right, Bill with his I
Superbee at the Miramar S

show. Bill won $50 which
he returned to the charity.

urt with the AAR,

& o o

idea to Curt and his dad:
a three way equal owner-
ship. Curt would receive
the cash he needed, he
would still retain a share

built about 2500 AAR ‘Cudas and Dodge built a similar number of |

T/A Challengers as street versions of their Trans Am race cars.The

4| ‘Cudas were prepared and raced by Dan Gurney's All American |

1| Racers, hence the AAR emblem. Mopar pulled the plug on the race -
and street car programs after the first year. The blacked out hood is -

“H fiberglass and the scoop is functional. =~ .

garage. Finally, Woody proposed a radical

of ownership, and the

bined interest in com-
pleting the restoration.
It was win-win. And
win. Besides, they had
a successful 3-way
ownership of a
| Challenger, already.
: Well, as the

AAR project com-
menced under new
management, the goal
has changed along the
way. Yeah, Woody
wanted the correct
graphics and Bill want-
| ed the car cleaned up
and the nearly 20-year
old paint buffed up. All
| that was done, but
Curt wanted a little
more power and dri-
vability for the street.

the carbs.

Left: the T/A engine is a special casting of the 340 c.i. small block
and features adjustable offset rockers and Six Pack induction.

to Houston where
the 35th anniver-
sary of T/A cars
was to celebrated
at the Lone Star
Shoot Out in the
summer of 2005.
First to go were
the beat up head-
ers and deep rear
gears. Replacing
them were a
primo set of vin-
tage Hooker
headers and a
3.55 differential
with Sure Grip.
| Curt then pro-
posed to bolt
% on some

A horsepower in
41 the form of a
| pair of
| Edelbrock alu-
& | minum cylinder

" | heads with closed chambers.

: He also installed a set of
Harland-Sharp roller rockers, and to ensure
an engine friendly with pump gas, thick
Cometic head gaskets were installed that
yield a compression ratio of around 9:1.
Curt also installed a new clutch and rebuilt

Meanwhile, Woody busied himself with
the correctness of the exterior and interior,
and Bill massaged the finishes to a gleam-
ing shine. The car was deemed ready for
the road at 9pm the day before the Curt
and Woody left for Houston at 5am. Bill
would meet them later at the airport. His
experience told him that the Cuda’s lack of
space in the rear seat and trunk might
jeopardize the friendship.

Well, the AAR got them to Houston
without a hitch. And the three partners
each enjoyed equal stints at the wheel. But
the car show event fell short of their expec-
tations as the chaos of Hurricane Katrina
resulted in a meager turnout of the rare
cars from Plymouth and Dodge.

Well, So progress has been made and the

_ | Woody AAR has proven to be a driver with some
and Bill respectable street performance with a

M liked that | proper Mopar look and a show-car condi-

¥l idea, too. | tion. Future plans call for a proper rotisserie
So, a plan | resto worthy of concours status, with all the
was for- original parts. But Curt, Woody and Bill
mulated. | are currently having too much fun driving
And it the 'Cuda, and who wouldn't?
centered Sounds like three way car ownership is
around a | just the way to foster a great
road trip | friendship.

K]
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Events
*Mopar Club All American Car Show IX
Sat July 14 in Carlsbad at Westfield’s Camino
Real Plaza in thw SW parking lot by Sears
auto repair. Bring yout ride & help out w/ the
show!! call Tom 760-458-5780
*Mopar Club Photo Day Sat July 29, 4:30p
Qualcomm Trolley Station. 1 car/membership,
call Bob 858/292-5344
*Main Street America, Sun July 29, 8a-2p,
Embarcadero Park North, $20 before 7/23,
$30 after, 619/660-8071
* Park In The Park Sat Aug 4, 9a-2p,
Clairemont Community Park, $10 pre 7/24,
$15 gate, info CNC-SD@san.rr.com
*Mopar Club Nite @ Blast From The Past,
Tues Aug 7th, 5p-8p, Park @ 3rd Ave. Chula
Vista by Fuddruckers. Cruise on down!
*Mopar Club Nite @ Cruisin’ Grand,
Escondido Fri Aug 17, preferred parking
4-8p call Bob 858/292-5344
*Run To The Hills Barona Casino, Sat Aug
18 8:30-4p, $15 pre July 15/$20 after 619/607-
7626
*Picnic By The Bay Sun Aug 26,
Embarcadero Park North,9a-2:30p, $25 pre
8/18, $30 after, 858/569-0738
*Monday Nite Car Club 6:30p Tuesdays VFW
Hall 12650 Lindo Lane, Lakeside
WWW.mncce.cc
*East County Cruisers 6:30p Tuesdays,
Tyler's taste of Texas BBQ 576 N. 2nd St, El
Cajon
Fallbrook Rods & Relics 7-9p, Sat. Sunrize
Cafe, State Rt 76 @ Mission Rd. Bonsall
sLa Mesa Cruise Thur 4-8p
*Clairemont Cruisers 5-8p 4th Sat Woodies
Chili Dogs Clairemont Town Square
*Santee Lakes every Fri. 4-8p, $2 for entry
*Crusin’ Italian Style, Pernicano’s, 1588 E.
Main, El Cajon, ea. Thur nite 619/338-5225
*Chicken Pie Diner, 14727 Pomerado Rd.,
Poway, ea. Wed, 6-9p
*The Malt Shop Every Friday, 6p, 3615 Midway
*Home Town Buffet 1st Sat each month 9am,
Main St. El Cajon, host King Pins
eDalton’'s Roadhouse 1st Sunday each
month Noon-4p 775 Center Dr. San Marcos
*Cruise Nite Ramona 5-7p Sun, Denny’s
State Rt 76 @ Main St. 760/789-0513
*Boll Weevil/Chief Auto Parts 6-8p last Tues
of month, 169 Rancho Santa Fe Rd, San
Marcos
*Fred’s Old Fashioned Burgers 1st, 3rd &
5th Sat ea. month, 2754 Alpine Blvd, Alpine,
5p, «Clairemont Cruisers 4th Sat 5-p,
Woody’s Hot Dogs in C'mont Town Square
*Monday Nite Car Club Tues 6:30p, VFW
Hall 12650 Lindo Lane, Lakeside
eEast County Cruisers, Tues 6:30p, Tylers
Texas BBQ 576 N. 2nd St, El Cajon
*Coco’s Restaurant 11a-3p 3rd Sun 16759
Bernardo Center Drive, Rancho Bernardo
*Casa De Oro Cafe 5p 2nd & 4th Sat, 9809
Campo Rd, Spring Valley
*Cajon Classic Cruise, Wed 5-8pm
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Classifieds

As atangible benefit to being a member of The
Mopar Club, you get free ads. Give Bob a fax
858/292-5344 or better e-mail dgoughl@san.rr.com

For Sale: ‘03 Dodge Grand Caravan Sport
55kmi., $15,900.00 3.8 L. V6, white/gray exc.
condition, always garaged/factory main-
tained,100k trans. factory ext. warranty, new
Michelin tires, brakes/rotors,16" alloys, Touring
Suspension, power sliding door/gate, roof
rack, bra, cargo tray, Marc @ 760-902-4300

For Sale: Slant 6 engines, $500 & $600; 331
hemi, comp/apart $2000; (2)-'56 Chrysler
300's, (2)-'55 Imperial coupes; ‘64 Dodge
Polara conv., $15k; ‘63 Dart conv., $4500
Slant 6 in car + 273 V-8, all need resto.

For info send SASE to William Francis,

PO Box 518, Alpine, CA 91903 619/445-0901

For Sale: Dodge Ram, 137k miles, extras,
$12k call Bobby cell 760/685-1858,
home 760/787-9772

JULY 2007

For Sale: A complete 273 cubic inch engine
and Torqueflite transmission from a '65
Dodge Coronet. This engine has 70,000
easy miles and runs beautifully. It is com-
plete from air cleaner to oil pan and includes
the starter, exhaust manifolds, distributor,
alternator, pulleys and fan. This engine has
factory adjustable rocker arms. $300 for the
entire package. Call Robert Genat at
760-633-4878

Steve Williams
Mobile Welding
Roll Bars Frame Connectors
Spring Relocating
Rear Axle Bracing & Narrowing

619/988-0778
E-mail: aws1l@cox.net

Club Sponsors

The Mopar Club expresses its thanks
to the following businesses who
support The Mopar Club. Keep them
in mind the next time you
need parts or service.

Bl e £ Bersysss S e Acy e

Y&M?OHE

1-3DD-95D—9503
P, B 129
Tocker, {la. 3085

FAX 1-B0-580-6R06
¢ Apecial Car Club Discounts: '\.I
et e
Catsfags 5580 withy Jar arder

Caimloys free with order

CARL BURGER'’S
DODGE WORLD

10% Minimum Mopar Club Discount on
All Mopar Performance Parts

8333 Hercules Drive, La Mesa
619/463-9321

MSOIL

SYNTHETIC LUBRICANTS FOR ALL APPLICATIONS
ULTRA-FINE AIR & OIL FILTERS

JIM SIGNORELLI
760/789-4445

PLYMOUTH DODGE VIPER
SOLEDAD PERFORMANCE

Your Mopar Connection for MP Parts,
Engine Building, Complete Restorations

Chris Kane
7636 Lemon Ave., Lemon Grove
619-697-1136

So Cal Dakota

F&B throttle bodies, Mopar Performance & OEM
Parts, Caltracs Traction Bars, Crower Products,
Hotchkis Suspension--- Anything performance

for your Dakota, Ram or Durango, we got it!

Sam Parthemer
619-274-1292 www.socaldakota.com

McCune Motors

O |
Jeap

CHRYSLER

(Pymout } Eage |

O the mile of cars.
Parts 474-6531 Sales 477-1101

FAST TIMES SPEED SHOP

Earl’s. Jet Hot, MSD, Mopar Performance
5 & 6 Speed Tranny Conversions,Strokers,
Suspension Mods, RV & Marine Performance

17150 Newhope St. #1101
Fountain Valley, 92708
714/432-9025 714/432-9026
fax 714/429-5877

GRSA”M&GHAB@
AUTHE &Tlﬁ,ﬁzxfp;n -Foob -

W " Lunch

Dinner

Sunday Brunch

- Banquets

= Catering

. 3750 John Montgomery Drive

éan Diego 858/292-4716 fax 858/292-7060
www.casamachado.com

ey

HARP PEST CONTROL

Rodents, insects, landscape pests

Jeffrey Harp, Owner/Operator
QAL# 51198
2417 Heavenwood Ct., Escondido
760/294-2730
cell 760/481-8171

RANCHO
CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE

15% Mopar Club Discount on
Mopar Performance Parts
Parts Department Hours
M-F 7:30-Midnite, Sat 7:30-4:00
8010 Balboa Avenue, San Diego
858/560-7100

The Mopar Club/San Diego
PO Box 420076
San Diego, CA 92142-0076




